Goose-watch Count Methodology

To enable the data to be of the greatest use, it is important that data is collected in a standardised form, using the recording sheets, ensuring all data fields are completed, and following the methodology set out below. 

This should also be read in conjunction with the guidance note provided.  

Regular counts

The fields that have been regularly monitored for Brent Goose usage, have all been given a unique identifier, as signified by the four figure code on the provided maps. Volunteers who have indicated a geographic preference for areas will be provided with maps coded for there area of interest. It is hoped that fields allocated on this basis can be visited on a fortnightly basis, although I am happy to receive data on a more frequent basis. If you are not able to commit to a fortnightly visits, any data is valuable and will be gratefully received.

Ad-hoc counts

If you would prefer to not “Watch” a fixed area or indeed if you spot geese using a field off your patch, please also record this activity. The actual recording is no different from regular counts.

First visit only (each year)

As mentioned in the guidance notes, Brent Geese have a strong preference for certain crop types. Cereal, oilseed rape and improved grassland fields will be used preferentially, stubble and ploughed land will definitely not be used. Therefore on your first “Goose Watch” visit to a particular field, please record the crop type, and discount any fields that are unsuitable crop types. If all your fields are unsuitable that year, please contact me and I will allocate a further set of fields. It is also useful for our records if we know what crop is in each field, so with your first data submission please indicate the crop type of each of your allocated fields.

Please use the codes

P 
Plough

S 
Stubble

R 
Oilseed rape

C 
Cereals

IG 
Improved grassland

UG
Unimproved grassland 

O
Other (please describe)

First and Subsequent visits

The actual “Goose Watch” itself is quite a simple process, find a suitable vantage point where you can view your field or sometimes fields. Sites should be visited in the daytime when geese are more likely to be feeding in fields, they seem to have little tidal preference for when they use inland fields. Survey duration will depend on the number of fields you are monitoring, whether you are on foot and also whether you locate any birds, but you will find you can take as long or as short a time doing it as you like. Scan each field in turn to see if any Brent Geese are present or absent. If present estimate numbers and record the other information below. If absent please record this and please still record all of the required data. It may seem strange but absence records are just as important as presence, particularly if the other information allows us to figure out why they have not used a field. Also please do not get disheartened if you do not find geese in some of your fields, they are long-lived species and the rotational nature of crop types, sometimes mean fields are not used some fields are used every year other only occasionally, but it is important for the conservation of the species that we undertake this long-term monitoring. For example the present of bird scaring devices, which while perfectly legal for the landowner to use, will discourage use, or as you may discover sometime they do not take a blind bit of notice. Use the codes below for bird scaring devices;

B 
Propane bangers

T
Tape or String

SC 
Scarecrow
S 
Spinner

K
Kite

O   
Other (describe)

New fields

It is possible that you will locate geese using fields that we have not coded, please contact me and let me know the location of the field and I will allocate a new code.

Data recording

Data to be recorded;

Date

Time

Observer 

Field Code 4 figure identifier on maps

Crop Type using codes above and first annual visit only

Brent Geese present Yes or No

Number estimated number of geese

Other species present Yes or No (waders and waterfowl)

Other species (optional) only if you feel confident of your id.

Other species number (optional)

Weather general description, wind direction and strength

Disturbance (describe) Is there an activity occurring that is stopping birds using the field or scared them off the field while you are there.

Bird scaring equipment is any bird scaring equipment present.
Submission of records

If possible I would prefer it if records were submitted by email, edward@conservancy.co.uk  preferably on the provided excel spreadsheet. But by all means please do submit paper records to the harbour office if you would prefer. You can also submit records as you get them, on a regular basis e.g. monthly or for ad hoc records you could save them up until the end of the season. 

If you have been allocated a set of fields, but are then unable to undertake visits, please do get in contact so that I know they are not being covered. 

Questions

This is the first year of Goose Watch so it is a bit of a trial run, so we may be ironing out a few wrinkles. It is my hope that you will want to continue to be involved in the project year on year, therefore if you have any questions, concerns or other needs please do not hesitate to get in contact and we will see how I can help.

