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DETAILS OF SHORT TERM SCHEME TO PROTECT EAST HEAD 

SUBMITTED TO PLANNERS 
 

A scheme for the short term protection of East Head to ‘hold the line’ whilst a long term 

solution is found has been submitted for planning approval.  It involves the recycling of 

13 thousand cubic metres of sand and shingle from the northern tip of East Head back 

to where it originally came from in the Hinge. (See attached drawings) 

 

The sand and shingle will be placed both in front of and behind the existing rock berm, 

which will remain in place.  It will have the effect of sealing the eroded gap in the dunes 

to a depth of over 2 metres above the rocks.  This will ensure continued access to East 

Head at all states of the tide and will help maintain the status quo until a long term 

solution to protect East Head can be implemented.  The recycling operation may need 

to be repeated if a start to a long term solution is delayed. 

 

It is hoped that planning permission will be forthcoming by the middle of May and that 

work can start on site immediately thereafter.  

 

In the long term, it will be important that any scheme maintains and protects the special 

qualities of East Head as a significant sand dune feature and to prevent the adverse 

impacts that its loss may have on the wider harbour.  The goals of the Chichester 

Harbour Conservancy are to ensure that the evolution of East Head does not: 

 

- prejudice navigation by causing sedimentation in the navigable channels. 

- result in the loss of the sheltered anchorage and shelter provided to small 

vessels in the Chichester channel. 

- contribute to increased erosion of existing fragile footpaths. 

 

 

- result in the loss of amenity value of East Head for walkers, bathers etc as 
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currently provided by the dune system. 

- result in the net loss of important habitats. 

 

The Conservancy will be informing and advising the Steering Group, that is responsible 

for producing the Coastal Defence Strategy, of these long term goals and of its 

commitment to finding a sustainable and cost effective solution to the problems at East 

Head.   

 
 

ENDS 
 

NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
Recent photo of the exposed berm at East Head. It 
is this section that will be recharged once 
Chichester District Council receives planning 
permission. 
 
This photo can be supplied as a jpg, contact Ali 
Beckett at the Harbour Office 01243 512301. 
 
For interviews with the Harbour Master Lt Col John 
Davis RM please call the Harbour Office 01243 
512301. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Chichester Harbour Conservancy is the statutory harbour authority for Chichester 
Harbour with a legal duty to manage the harbour and the surrounding land for the 
purposes of recreation and leisure, conservation and landscape protection.  It has a 
wide range of powers to control navigation, moorings, works and dredging, as well as to 
maintain and improve the wildlife value and the landscape. 
 
The Conservancy also manages the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) to 
ensure that it is conserved and enhanced for the enjoyment of all. AONB officers and 
their staff work with national and local government, environment organisations, 
landowners and managers and their local businesses and communities to ensure that 
these unique landscapes and the rare and wonderful wildlife living in them are protected 
and enhanced. 
 
For more information please contact the Harbour Master - Lt Col John Davis RM on 
01243 512301. 
 


