Local, National and International Designations

A distinctive feature of Chichester Harbour is the range and spatial coverage of local, national and international designations, which is uncommon amongst Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty and National Parks. These designations collectively demonstrate that Chichester Harbour is very sensitive to changes in landscape and land use, particularly affecting natural
resources, habitats and biodiversity. Please also refer to the suite of maps in Section 4.

Ramsar Site

Wetlands are among the most diverse and productive ecosystems. Chichester and Langstone Harbours were recognised as
a wetland of international importance when they were designated as a Ramsar Site in 1987, under the Ramsar Convention.

Special Area of Conservation
(SAC)

A Special Area of Conservation is a site designated under the Habitats Directive. These sites, together with Special Protection
Areas, are called Natura sites and they are internationally important for threatened habitats and species. Solent Maritime SAC
was designated in 1994.

Special Protection Area (SPA)

A Special Protection Area is a site designated under the Birds Directive. Chichester and Langstone Harbours SPA was
designated in 1979.

Water Framework Directive

This aims for good water quality and covers groundwater, surface water (rivers, canals, lakes, reservoirs, estuaries, other
brackish waters, and coastal waters) out to one nautical mile from shore as well as wetlands. The Directive, which came into
effect in 2000, gives shellfish harvesting waters and bathing waters special protection.

Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB)

An Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty is a landscape which is considered so precious that it is protected for the nation. The
criteria for designating an AONB include valuable wildlife, habitats, geology and heritage, as well as scenic views. Chichester
Harbour was designated as an AONB in 1964.

Bass Nursery Area

A Bass Nursery Area is a place that is recognised as a haven for small school bass. Fishing for bass, or fishing for any fish
using sand-eels as bait, by any fishing boat within any part of the Harbour as defined, is prohibited between 30th April and
1st November each year. Chichester Harbour was designated a Bass Nursery Area in 1990.

Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSsl)

Chichester Harbour was designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest in 1970 because it was considered to be of special
interest by virtue of its fauna, flora, geological or physiographical / geomorphological features.

Conservation Area

Conservation Areas protect special architectural and historical places of interest. There are ten Conservation Areas in and
around Chichester Harbour.

Dark Sky Discovery Site

Three Dark Sky Discovery Sites were defined in Chichester Harbour in 2017. They are particularly good sites for stargazing.

Local Nature Reserve

Local Nature Reserves are particularly appropriate for educational, research or public information purposes. There are five
Local Nature Reserves in Chichester Harbour.

Local Wildlife Site

Local Wildlife Sites in West Sussex feature important habitats that complement Local Nature Reserves and the Site of Special
Scientific Interest. They are the equivalent of a Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation in Hampshire. There are 16 Local
Wildlife Sites in Chichester Harbour.

Site of Importance for Nature
Conservation (SINC)

Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation in Hampshire feature important habitats that complement Local Nature Reserves
and the Site of Special Scientific Interest. They are the equivalent of Local Wildlife Sites in West Sussex. There are 25 SINCs
in Chichester Harbour.
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