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Chairman’s Foreword
2014/15 was an exciting year in many ways for Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB). It was the 50th anniversary of designation as an AONB, the 13th in
England and Wales, and to celebrate, Chichester Harbour Conservancy and its partners staged a
number of events to mark the occasion.
In April and May, the staff worked with local schools and interest groups to make special 50th anniversary
kites, ahead of our Big Beach Picnic in early June. This took place simultaneously at East Head and
Eastoke, with some impressive kite-flying at the entrance to the Harbour. It was a fantastic family day out
and a fitting tribute to our AONB, attended by many local people.
In October, we welcomed HRH The Duke of Kent and the Lord-Lieutenant of West Sussex to Chichester
Harbour. We were able to take them out on Solar Heritage, our solar-powered catamaran, for a short tour
of the Harbour, followed by lunch at Itchenor Sailing Club. Their visit left everyone feeling inspired.
A range of one-off special events also took place in 2014/15, which included: a rural skills day, to promote
the countryside employment opportunities; a stunning community art exhibition at Chichester Yacht Club,
inspired by the 50th anniversary; and finally, a star-gazing evening to promote the value of the night skies.
My thanks go out to everyone who has helped to make 2014/15 a wonderful year for Chichester Harbour
AONB.
We are especially grateful that two of our partners also made big commitments as part of the 50th
anniversary celebrations. Following the damaging storms of February 2014, the Friends of Chichester
Harbour kindly decided to pay for urgent repairs to essential footpaths and embankments around
the AONB. This was a timely, decisive and welcome contribution, which enabled Chichester Harbour
Conservancy to undertake the capital works throughout the spring and summer. The Chichester Harbour
Trust also made a pledge in 2014, to work towards a joined-up coastal footpath around the entire
Harbour. As part of this commitment, and where possible, the Trust are keen to realign existing footpaths
inland. This pragmatic and adaptive approach is a very sensible way to address the increasing pressures
of climate change.
Our latest Management Plan was also published in 2014. It contains 61 ambitious policies to guide
the future management of the Harbour. The Plan will run until 2019, and was prepared in partnership
with many other organisations. This Annual Report details the progress made so far in delivering these
policies. I would like to thank all our partners for their continuing support and we look forward to working
together in the months and years to come.
I am sure that all who know and use the Harbour will join me in expressing my gratitude and
appreciation to all our Conservancy staff who have worked tirelessly over the past year in support of the
Conservancy’s aims.
Councillor Pieter Montyn
Chairman, Chichester Harbour Conservancy

Annual Report 2014-15

2.0 Chichester Harbour AONB
The primary
purpose of
the AONB
designation is
to conserve
and enhance
natural beauty

Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty was designated in 1964
under the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act of 1949.
In pursuing the primary purpose of this designation, account should be taken of
the needs of agriculture, forestry, other rural industries and of the economic and
social needs of local communities. Particular regard should be paid to promoting
sustainable forms of social and economic development that in themselves
conserve and enhance the environment. Recreation is not an objective of
designation, but the demand for recreation in the AONB should be met so far as
this is consistent with the conservation of natural beauty.

It is the special qualities of the AONB that collectively make this one of
England’s finest landscapes. The 10 special qualities that were defined
in the Management Plan (2014-19) are, the:
XX Unique blend of land and sea.
XX Frequently wooded shoreline.
XX Flatness of the landform.
XX Open water of the central area of the Harbour.
XX Overall sense of wilderness within the seascape.
XX Particularly strong historic character and associations.
XX Picturesque harbourside settlements.
XX Wealth of flora and fauna.
XX Unspoilt character and unobtrusive beauty.
XX Sense of peace and tranquillity.

2.1 Chichester Harbour Conservancy
Chichester Harbour Conservancy was established following the Chichester
Harbour Act of 1971. It is the principle management body for the area and is an
integrated amalgamation of the statutory Harbour Authority and the AONB Unit.
Chichester Harbour Conservancy is principally funded by:
•• Licensing mooring sites, the hire of sites and maintained moorings.
•• Boat owners, who pay for core harbour management responsibilities through
harbour dues.
•• The Council Tax precept from West Sussex and Hampshire County Councils.
•• The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra).
•• Donations from the Friends of Chichester Harbour.
•• External funding distributors.
•• Ad-hoc contributions.
The two strategic documents that guide the management of the Harbour are:
•• The AONB Management Plan (2014-2019).
•• The Port Marine Safety Code (2012).
The two documents are complementary. Chichester Harbour Conservancy also
seeks to deliver other partnership plans where the objectives can be aligned.
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3.0 Delivering the Management Plan

3.1 The Role of the Harbour Authority

Chichester Harbour Conservancy and its partners have, since 1971, evolved a
series of concepts to guide their management of Chichester Harbour AONB.
These key concepts provide a framework to underpin the policies and actions
contained within the current Management Plan.
••
••
••
••
••
••

Protecting and improving the special qualities of the AONB.
Sustainability and wise use.
Increasing knowledge and understanding.
Helping people to enjoy the AONB.
Supporting sustainable development.
Working in partnership.

The delivery of the Management Plan is guided by an accompanying Delivery
Plan. This document details how the 61 policies will be addressed. Almost all the
policies are being delivered through partnerships and progress is directed by the
Delivery Plan, which takes a flexible approach and is designed to be continually
updated and refined during the lifetime of the Management Plan.
The key partners that oversaw the first year of the Delivery Plan were:
••
••
••
••
••
••

Chichester Harbour Conservancy.
Natural England.
West Sussex County Council.
Hampshire County Council.
Chichester District Council.
Havant Borough Council.

Many other partners have supported the Delivery Plan and their collective
contribution is appreciated.

The Conservancy team delivered
a number of celebratory events
during the 50th anniversary.
These included a beach party
day with kite flying, a boat trip
for Birdham School pupils, and
of course, a wonderful cake for
everyone to enjoy!
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Section 3 follows the policy headings in the Management Plan. Please note
that in practice many of the policies are overlapping. For example, Countryside
Stewardship has a broad range of benefits for the landscape, nature
conservation, and food and farming. Where possible, we have tried to avoid
duplication in this Annual Report.

Chichester Harbour is one of the largest recreational sailing harbours in the
country, with 30km2 of water, 27km of well-marked and lit channels and easy
access to the sailing waters of the Solent. There are 12,305 boats registered
in Chichester Harbour, with over 5,200 moorings and marina berths, and 14
sailing clubs. Chichester Harbour Conservancy maintains a network of over
50 navigation beacons, markers and buoys.

In 2014/15, we:

•• Continued to run a safe harbour compliant with the Port Marine Safety Code.
Members of the Conservancy are nominated as the Duty Holder, and Captain
Mark Capon is appointed as the Designated Person. Safety Plan issue 13 was
published 1st January 2014 and consultation was undertaken through the
Advisory Committee.
•• Reviewed and re-formatted all Harbour risk assessments.
•• Undertook a successful audit of the Safety Management System in May 2014.
•• Recorded 219 incidents that were reviewed and confirmed to have adequate
control measures in place.
•• Worked with sailing clubs to manage large scale events such as the Moth
World Championships and Bart’s Bash.
•• Facilitated the dredge of Chichester Bar, was which completed in December
2014.
•• Informed appropriate updates to Chart 3418 2014.
•• Completed a Trinity House Inspection on 16th July 2014. Local aids to
navigation were found to be in good and efficient order.
•• Applied to the Department of Transport to be designated with powers of
Harbour Direction.
•• Successfully made 5 prosecutions for breaches of Harbour byelaws with a
further prosecution pending.
•• Exercised the emergency plan in partnership with the Fire Service and
Coastguard.
•• Strengthened our partnership working with the Police, resulting in convictions
and recovery of stolen property.
•• Introduced eHarbours business software for improving efficiency and
delivering cost reductions.
•• Introduced a new Patrol cash handling procedure and reconciliation system
bringing efficiency, accountability and accuracy.
•• Developed the Weekly Navigation Bulletin to include educational messages
about the Collision Regulations. This was received by 5,800 subscribers with
about 1,900 people regularly clicking through and answering the questions on
a weekly basis.
•• Refreshed and standardised all staff training i.e. RYA Advanced Powerboat.

www.conservancy.co.uk
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In 2015/16, we
are aiming to:

Annual Report 2014-15

XX Obtain powers of Harbour Directions.
XX Derive efficiencies from the new eHarbours computer system by incorporating
additional functionality.

3.2 Land and Seascape

XX Move the management of Victorian Oyster Boat Terror into a new partnership
model.

The land and seascape are characterised by open water, intertidal mud and
sand, saltmarshes, shingle beaches, sand dunes, woodlands, meadows
and grasslands, ponds and streams, coastal grazing marsh, reedbeds,
hedgerows, hedgerow trees and ditches within the farmland. Chichester
Harbour is the smallest AONB in the south-east covering nearly 7,400
hectares, of which 41% is below mean high water springs. There are 45
hectares of semi-natural ancient woodland within the AONB, including Old
Park Wood and Salterns Copse.

XX Ensure the personnel structure is in place to take the Conservancy’s work
forward when longstanding employees retire.
XX Continue with the review and renewal of all Harbour signage.
XX Establish extra buoys at East Head Anchorage to reduce the number of
incidents where vessels run aground.
XX Fully revise the Local Notice to Mariners 1/2015 to include General Instruction
and Advice.

In 2014/15, we:

In 2015/16, we
are aiming to:

•• Raised awareness of the AONB designation during the 50th anniversary
celebrations and through the publication of the new Management Plan.
•• Monitored development on the land through our Planning Consultative
Committee, providing expert guidance to the planning authorities.
•• Responded to various consultations that affect the AONB, including the
emerging Chichester Local Plan.
•• Planted around 3,000 trees and hedging plants, spanning 700 metres.
XX Publish a regular AONB newsletter and continue to raise awareness of the
designation.
XX Take aerial photography of the AONB.
XX Work on another managed realignment scheme.
XX Deliver our annual woodland and hedgerow planting scheme.
XX Work with the Chichester Harbour Trust to acquire new sites in the AONB
suitable for ownership or a long-term lease.
In the coming years we also plan to review and update the Landscape Character
Assessment (last published in 2006) and the State of the AONB Report (last
published in 2013).
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3.3 Nature Conservation

3.4 Food and Farming

Chichester Harbour is part of the European Chichester and Langstone
Harbour Special Protection Area and is internationally important for 15 nonbreeding wader and wildfowl species, and three breeding Terns (including
Little Tern). The Chichester Harbour Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
covers 3,695 hectares. A sub-tidal survey of habitats and species within the
harbour identified 200 maritime taxa, including invertebrates, algae and 42
species of fish. The AONB is also important notably for its resident Harbour
Seal population and strong populations of Water Voles.

In 2014/15, we:

•• Undertook 38 Friends of Chichester Harbour conservation work parties. The
work parties utilised 164 volunteers who invested around 2,000 hours of
volunteer time in conservation work.
•• Recruited 9 Voluntary Rangers who carried out 6 improvement tasks (135
hours) and supported the Rangers with the Friends of Chichester Harbour
conservation work parties.
•• Facilitated 3 Sussex IFCA fish surveys.
•• Co-ordinated 14 volunteers for the Wetland Bird Surveys (WeBS) on a monthly
basis across Chichester Harbour. A minimum of 360 hours (or 51 days work)
were contributed by WeBS volunteers.
•• Further developed the Goosewatch website and received over 1,500 records
in 2014.
•• Published quarterly ‘Harbour Nature Notes’.
•• Worked with partners to minimise disturbance to birds from recreational
activities.
•• Provided expert nature conservation advice on planning applications and
applications for works licences.
•• Hosted a corporate day out for the Environment Agency by way of a
conservation work party.
•• Gave on-site nature conservation advice to landowners and community
groups within the AONB.
•• Monitored seabird nesting sites in the AONB.
•• Obtained SSSI consent to carry out seabird protection measures at Ella Nore
Spit.
•• Developed an action plan with a local bird ringer to support Barn Owls in the
AONB.
•• Responded to 3 consultations from Natural England.
•• Managed land under our control for the benefit of nature conservation.
•• Updated our Conservation Management System software to help with
planning and recording our nature conservation management work.
•• Participated with: the Thorney Island Conservation Group; the Natural
Environment Group of the Solent European Marine Sites Management Group;
the Big Butterfly Count; the Farmland Bird Count.

The Harbour is dominated by arable production with 68% of the land under
crops on 15 arable farms. 70% of the AONB farmland is Grade I (excellent)
or Grade 2 (very good) agricultural land. 87% of the AONB’s farmland (1,892
hectares) is entered into an Environmental Stewardship Scheme; a higher
proportion than in surrounding areas. Between 2009 and 2014, over 8kms of
new hedgerow was planted. There are 162 hectares of mixed woodland in
the AONB of which 70 hectares is classed as ancient woodland. The majority
(89%) is broadleaved, with a small amount of shrubs and conifers.

In 2014/15, we:

In 2015/16, we
are aiming to:

•• Provided examples of best practice land management at Eames Farm and
Fishbourne Meadows.
•• Supplied 280 metres of hedgerow to farmers.
•• Publicised the Farmland Bird Count.
•• Held 2 wild foraging events.
•• Led 2 guided walks with stops to hear from local farmers.
•• Learnt about the emerging Countryside Stewardship scheme, with the view to
taking a pro-active role with its roll-out in 2015/16.
•• Participated with: Opening Farm Sunday at Northney Farm; the Arun and
Western Streams Catchment Partnership.
•• Planted new fruiting hedgerow in the AONB to be used as an educational
resource.
XX Plant more fruiting hedgerow in the AONB.
XX Host a ‘Countryside Day’ on 5th September 2015 at Eames Farm.
XX Further promote local produce and local consumption.
XX Continue to support Three Harbours Beef.
XX Work with Natural England and farmers within the AONB to encourage a high
level of inclusion of land into the new Countryside Stewardship schemes.
XX Continue to deliver food and farming events.
XX Develop an AONB land managers’ group.

Eight kilometres of new
hedgerow has been planted
between 2009-2014.

Please see the Appendix for the Annual Conservation and Wildlife Report.

In 2015/16, we
are aiming to:
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XX Integrate the quarterly ‘Harbour Nature Notes’ into a regular AONB newsletter.
XX Manage Nutbourne Marshes SSSI into favourable condition.
XX Develop a programme for ‘Corporate Conservation Days Out’.
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3.5 The Historic Environment
Chichester Harbour AONB contains an archaeological record of continuous
human occupancy from the Palaeolithic period (450,000-12,000 BC) to
modern times. The evolving landscape has been shaped by human use,
technology and culture, resulting in its character today. This rich heritage is
reflected though 755 Historic Environment Record entries, recording historic
buildings, findspots and monuments. There are 271 Listed Buildings within
the AONB: 7 Grade I, 5 Grade II and 259 Grade II★. Four Scheduled Ancient
Monuments lie wholly or partly within the AONB: Fishbourne Roman Palace;
Tournerbury Hillfort; Warblington Castle; and the associated Black Barn.

In 2014/15, we:

In 2015/16, we
are aiming to:

3.6 Buildings and Development
The Conservancy considers planning applications for development within
the AONB. Eight Conservation Areas are fully within the AONB and a further
two partly within its boundary. Design guidance for new dwellings and
extensions was published in 2010 by the Conservancy in partnership with
the two local planning authorities. The population of the AONB is 10,502
with 5,069 dwellings. There has been a population increase of 25% since the
2001 census.

In 2014/15, we:

•• Made a short video in partnership with the Novium Museum inspired by a
letter detailing memories of working at Dell Quay in the early 1900s.
•• Provided support for the ‘Emsworth’s Oysters’ project, funded by the Heritage
Lottery Fund, which celebrated the oyster heritage of the Harbour.
•• Delivered Solar Heritage trips with history themes:
•• Bygone Harbour.
•• Watching Classic X Boats and Sunbeams Racing.
•• Smuggling in the Harbour.
•• Emsworth’s Oysters.
•• Commemorated the 70th anniversary of D-Day with a talk given by the
Director of the Tangmere Aviation Museum on the Apuldram Advanced
Landing Ground.
•• Delivered 4 presentations on the role of the RAF base at Thorney Island during
WW2.
•• Organised and delivered a programme of sailing trips in the restored Victorian
Oyster Boat Terror.
•• Participated with the Chichester Harbour Heritage Partnership.
XX Strengthen our partnership working with English Heritage, The Novium and
Fishbourne Roman Palace.

The annual accordance rate compares the overall recommendations made
by Chichester Harbour Conservancy with the actual decision made by the
planning authorities. This is retrospectively considered, therefore for the last
complete year the accordance rate was 95%.

XX Continue to work with and through local history groups.
XX Support the Friends of Chichester Harbour with the management of Oyster
Boat Terror.
XX Enhance our understanding of the Harbour’s local churches.

•• Held 6 meetings of the Planning Consultative Committee and made 300
recommendations to the planning authorities.
•• Undertook a ‘Planning in an AONB’ training day workshop with the Members.
•• Successfully defended 2 appeals, and were ready to defend a further appeal
before it was withdrawn.
•• Interpreted the National Planning Policy Framework and National Planning
Practice Guidance in the context of AONBs.
•• Provided advice on 6 Neighbourhood Plans.
•• Provided a consultation response to the emerging Chichester Local Plan.
•• Participated in the Examination in Public for the Havant Borough Local Plan
Site Allocations Development Plan Document and successfully rebutted an
attempt from a developer to include a field in Emsworth (known locally as the
‘horse field’).
•• Participated in the Examination in Public for the Chichester District Local Plan
(2014-2029), where we successfully achieved a modification to Policy 43,
such that the aims of the AONB Management Plan will be strengthened as a
material planning consideration for developers putting forward proposals in
or adjacent to the AONB. The Conservancy also successfully persuaded the
Council to add a paragraph to the written justification for Policy 26, to ensure
the potential loss of marine related employment floor space is given special
scrutiny and properly marketed.
•• Participated in the Solent Recreation and Mitigation Partnership.

In 2015/16, we
are aiming to:

XX Review and update the Chichester Harbour Planning Policies and Building
Design Guide.
XX Raise awareness of the AONB by erecting ‘Chichester Harbour Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty’ signage at strategic gateway sites.
XX Raise awareness that the AONB has equal planning status to a National Park.
XX Invite local authority planning staff out on boat trips in the Harbour to
strengthen their knowledge of coastal planning considerations.
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3.7 Economic Growth
There are 455 businesses in Chichester Harbour. The main employment
areas are in manufacturing (17%), wholesale and retail trade and motor
industries (16%), and accommodation and food services (13%). 75% of
businesses in the Harbour are micro-businesses, employing 45% of the
workforce. Tourism businesses employ 310 people in the Harbour.

In 2014/15, we:

In 2015/16, we
are aiming to:

•• Discussed the idea of forming a Chichester Harbour Business Association.
•• Provided a consultation response to the emerging South Downs and Coastal
Plain LEADER programme.
•• Participated with Visit Chichester and the Manhood Peninsula Partnership.
XX Ensure that the businesses in Chichester Harbour receive their fair share of
funding from the LEADER programme, by promoting the opportunities that are
available.

3.8 The Working Water –
Fishing, Angling and Bait Digging
During the 2014 oyster season (1st to 3rd November) Sussex IFCA
monitored fishing vessel activity and catch rates. They estimated that 15
tonnes were harvested. Local fishermen said that the value of the oysters
was between £3,750 and £4,000 per tonne, which equates to about
£60,000 first sale landings value. Other fishing activities occurring within the
Harbour are netting (mainly for mullet), some whelk potting, charter angling,
recreational angling and bait digging.

In 2014/15, we:

XX Work with the Manhood Peninsula Partnership to promote the eastern side of
the Harbour.
XX Support the Emsworth Business Association and the Emsworth British Food
Fortnight.
XX Work with the two Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs), for the Coast to
Capital area and the Solent area.
The £3.5 million development
of Chichester Marina Boatyard
opened on 26th April 2014.
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In 2015/16, we
are aiming to:

•• Worked with Sussex IFCA and Southern IFCA to complete the annual juvenile
fish survey (Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authorities).
•• Participated with the Chichester Harbour Oyster Partnership Initiative (CHOPI).
•• Conducted a number of joint CHC/IFCA night patrols
•• Ran a communications initiative including a post campaign to promote
harmony and understanding between recreational anglers and boaters.
•• Had an area of important sea grass habitat protected, in conjunction with
IFCA.
XX Continue to develop strong working relationships with the Sussex IFCA and
Southern IFCA.
XX Assist IFCA to communicate and enforce fishing regulations in the bass
nursery area.
XX Further support IFCA in realising oyster fishing objectives within the Harbour.
XX Deliver an event based on local fishing in the Harbour with a local fisherman.

www.conservancy.co.uk
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3.9 Water Quality and Waste Disposal
Three waste water treatment works discharge into Chichester Harbour. The
results of regular water quality testing at 11 sites within the Harbour are
made available to the public online.

In 2014/15, we:

In 2015/16, we
are aiming to:

•• Welcomed the addition of new UV disinfection on storm discharge at
Chichester Waste Water Treatment Works (WWTW) to complement the
existing UV on the main discharge. This is the first UV treatment of storm
discharge in England, and is successfully removing microbiological
contamination.
•• Collected over 200 bags of litter through the Harbour Watch scheme.
•• Continued to scrutinise water quality with the Chichester Harbour Water
Quality Group.
•• Welcomed the continuing infiltration studies by Southern Water, under the
review of the Environment Agency, aimed at reducing the number of storm
discharges from Chichester WWTW.
•• Considered two reports on the discharge of nutrients into Chichester Harbour:
•• Environment Agency (2014) Chichester Harbour Water Framework Directive
DIN and Ecological Impact Investigations: Monitoring Period 2007 to 2012.
•• Southern Water (2014) Chichester WWTW Nutrient Investigation.
•• Participated with: the Solent European Marine Sites Management Group;
the Arun and Rother Rivers Trust; the Downs and Harbours Clean Water
Partnership; Love Where You Sail.

3.10 Coastal Defence and
Sea Level Rise
Of the 86km of shoreline in the AONB 53km are defended by man-made
defences. There are 21km of natural shoreline or ancient embankment
within the AONB. Environment Agency flood mapping indicates that 1,331
hectares (32%) of low lying coastal land within the AONB may be at risk from
flooding in the future. On the south coast, the projected sea level rise by
2050 is between 18.4cm and 25.8cm. Accurate measurements from the tidal
gauge at Portsmouth show that since 1991 sea level has risen by 11cm, an
increase of 5.2mm a year.

In 2014/15, we:

In 2015/16, we
are aiming to:

•• Participated with the East Head Coastal Issues Advisory Group and the
Standing Conference on Problems Associated with the Coastline.
•• Attended the opening of new sea defences at Nore Barn Woods on 17th
October 2014.
XX Integrate sea defence guidelines into our updated Planning Policies.
XX Work with landowners and the Chichester Harbour Trust to protect the
Harbour and its assets.
XX Agree and implement with partner organisations the adaptive management
plan for East Head.

XX Work with farmers outside the AONB from where waste water runs into the
Harbour.
XX Co-develop and be part of the emerging ‘Big Chalk’ project with 9 other
AONBs and 1 National Park, with the view to bidding for LIFE+ funds.
XX Continue to deliver the Water Framework Directive.
XX Explore the possibility of a new water quality and rivers project.
XX Maintain a review of the remaining work required by the Environment Agency
in the enforcement notice for Chichester WWTW, which is intended to reduce
the effects of the storm discharges.
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3.11 Enjoying Chichester Harbour on
the Water
12,305 boats are registered in Chichester Harbour, with 10,540 boat owners.
Chichester Harbour Federation membership consists of 16 RYA affiliated
clubs, 13 boatyards and marinas, two sailing schools, and four other
Harbour organisations. The 2011 boating survey showed that over three
quarters of boats in the Harbour are sailing vessels, 89% of people rated
the Harbour’s facilities as “good”, and the location and scenery are the main
reasons for coming to Chichester Harbour.

In 2014/15, we:

In 2015/16, we
are aiming to:

•• Hosted a number of high profile events including a record-breaking kite
surfing event safely crossing the Harbour entrance and a world championship
sailing event.
•• Continued to enforce Harbour bylaws that ensure boaters safety and
enjoyment of the Harbour such as those relating to excessive wash or
speeding.
•• Developed specific campaigns to address potential issues such as excessive
alcohol in-take affecting the safe use of tenders.
•• Attended and presented to juniors at Hayling Island Sailing Club at the start of
Junior Week, to welcome them and deliver several safety messages.
XX Enhance our facilities such as visitor moorings to encourage additional visiting
boats.
XX Develop and implement targeted safety campaigns.
XX Continue and build engagement with all Harbour users.
XX Introduce a newsletter for our mooring holders to increase personalisation and
customer retention.

3.12 Enjoying Chichester Harbour on
the Land
There are 91km of public footpaths within the AONB, with 12km of additional
permissive routes. The Salterns Way is an 18km route for cyclists, linking
Chichester with West Wittering and East Head.

In 2014/15, we:

In 2015/16, we
are aiming to:

•• Undertook our annual cutting programme to maintain the footpaths.
•• Inspected the footpaths, sea defences and bridges around the Harbour.
•• Carried out essential repair work to footpaths at Chalkdock Marshes, Thorney
Island, and Cobnor Point, and repaired the footbridge at Thornam Point,
following the winter storms.
•• Delivered 2 footpath improvement projects at Ella Nore.
•• Improved the footpath and signage along the Bosham foreshore.
•• Raised awareness of responsible recreation.
•• Worked with Havant Borough Council to improve a Harbour footpath in
Emsworth.
XX Renew the leases for the whole of the Salterns Way.
XX Improve the signage along the Salterns Way and interpretation boards around
the Harbour.
XX Develop a 9-monthly footpath inspection programme.
XX Work with a new Area Ranger through the Solent Recreation and Mitigation
Partnership.
XX Strengthen our partnership working with Sustrans.
In the coming years we will support Natural England with the development of the
England Coastal Path, which aims to be complete by 2020.

XX Re-fit the the solar powered boat, Solar Heritage, with new decking, seating,
storage lockers, speaker system and livery.
XX Offer two new trips on the solar boat departing from Hayling Island, one from
Northney Marina and one from Hayling Island Sailing Club by kind permission
of both venues.
XX Double the number of Nature Boat Trips (from 2 to 4) with the aim of viewing
the Harbour Seal haul-out site.

The Ministry of Defence
kindly assisted with the
repairs to the footpath
around Thorney Island.

XX Support the Victorian Oyster Boat Terror through our Guided Walks, Activities
and Boat Trips booklet.
XX Offer 3 new nature safaris by canoe in partnership with the Cobnor Activities
Centre Trust.
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3.13 Activities and Information
Over the past five years, the Conservancy’s activities programme included
an average of 76 events with 2,532 attendees each year. There are 39
interpretation boards located at key points throughout the AONB.

In 2014/15, we:
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•• Published and circulated 35,000 copies of Chichester Harbour News and
Guide 2014 and 30,000 copies of Chichester Harbour Guided Walks, Activities
and Boat Trips 2014/15.
•• Celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the AONB designation with kite-making
events and workshops with local schools culminating in a Beach Picnic and
Kite Fly-In on both sides of the entrance to Chichester Harbour.
•• Sent 30 email Navigation Bulletins received by approximately 6,000
subscribers.
•• Replaced all the information boards around the Harbour.
•• Worked with 46 partners to deliver the annual programme of events and
utilised 24 different meeting points/venues throughout the Harbour.
•• Introduced 2 new monthly walks, the leisurely Harbour Creekies and the more
challenging Harbour Hares.
•• Held a star gazing evening at Eames Farm in partnership with the Friends of
Chichester Harbour, the South Downs Astronomical Society, the South Downs
National Park Authority, and the South Downs Planetarium.
•• Participated with: the RNLI Hayling Island Station Open Day; the Marine Life
Awareness project ‘Making Waves Days’ through the Hampshire and Isle of
Wight and Sussex Wildlife Trusts; Visit Chichester.
•• Delivered:
•• 56 trips on Victorian Oyster Boat Terror.
•• 94 public boat trips and 35 private boat trips on Solar Heritage, with 3,015
attendees.
•• 55 guided walks and talks.
•• 30 family activities.
•• 24 photography and arts and crafts events.
•• Welcomed 97,014 individual users to our website, www.conservancy.co.uk,
of which 32% were returning users who have visited the website before. Of
those who visited the site, 282,307 pages were viewed giving an average of 3
pages per visit. The top 5 most popular page destinations were:
•• Navigate Safely.
•• The Rise and Fall of the Tide at Chichester Harbour Entrance.
•• Harbour Dues and Charges.
•• Solar Heritage.
•• What’s On.
•• Promoted our work through our Twitter account, @chichesterharbo, which has
over 2,600 followers. We have now posted almost 2,250 tweets and are the
3rd most popular account in the Chichester area.
•• Promoted our work through our Facebook account, which has almost 300
likes and is rated 5 out 5 stars (based on 4 reviews).
•• Promoted our work through our YouTube account which has 5 videos of the
Harbour.
•• Allowed visitors to review their Solar Heritage experience on TripAdvisor,
which is now ranked 6th of 29 activities in the Chichester area. It was rated 16
times as “excellent” and 2 times as “very good”.

In 2015/16, we
are aiming to:

XX Support the Friends of Chichester Harbour with the future operation of the
Victorian Oyster Boat Terror.
XX Continue with our year-round programme of walks and talks and family
events.
XX Encourage the use of sustainable transport to and from our activities.
XX Strengthen our partnership with the Friends of Chichester Harbour by offering
our monthly walks for free and a range of discounted events to members of
the charity for the first time.
XX Replace all the interpretation boards around the Harbour.
XX Offer at least
XX 140 public boat trips and over 30 private boat trips on Solar Heritage
XX 60 guided walks and talks.
XX 30 family activities.
XX 15 photography and arts and crafts events.
XX Upload a series of short videos to YouTube specifically on the birds of
Chichester Harbour.
XX Explore the possibility of designating part of Chichester Harbour AONB as a
Dark Sky Discovery Site.
In the coming years, we will further develop our social media coverage to stay
up-to-date and relevant to local people and visitors.
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3.14 Learning for All

3.15 Community Engagement

Chichester Harbour Conservancy has delivered an education service for
schools, colleges and community groups since 1998. Last year, this was
delivered by the Education Officer and the Deputy Education Officer,
supported by eight Team Teachers and ten Teaching Volunteers. They are
based at the Learning Zone, which has a unique classroom at Dell Quay.

In 2014/15, we:

In 2015/16, we
are aiming to:
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•• Hosted more than 10,000 education sessions for the second consecutive
year:
•• 5,561 (56%) primary
•• 3,192 (32%) secondary
•• 1,264 (13%) adult
•• Hosted 275 visits to our Learning Zone:
•• 76 (28%) primary
•• 130 (47%) secondary
•• 69 (25%) adult
•• Worked with the following schools in and directly adjacent to the AONB:
Birdham CE Primary; Bishop Luffa Secondary; Bosham Primary; Bosmere
Primary; Emsworth Primary School; Fishbourne CE Primary; Glenwood
School (Emsworth), Mengham Junior; Mill Rythe Infants; Mill Rythe Junior
School; Southbourne Primary; Warblington Secondary; and West Wittering CE
Primary.
•• Hosted total visits from:
•• 22 schools from West Sussex (from the AONB and beyond)
•• 17 schools from Hampshire (from the AONB and beyond)
•• 7 schools from London
•• 5 schools from Surrey
•• 1 school from Berkshire
•• Hosted 4 visits from Sixth Form and Further Education Colleges in Hampshire,
and 5 visits from West Sussex, and 6 from further afield.
•• Hosted 145 visits from 10 special educational schools.
•• Undertook 2 Junior Conservancy meetings.
•• Gave 176 school children in 4 local primary schools the opportunity to make
and take home a kite through free sessions to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of the AONB designation.
•• Attended the National Association of Field Studies Officers (NAFSO) annual
professional development conference.

10,502 people live in the AONB, an increase of 25% since the 2001 census.
30% of the AONB population is over 65 years of age. The population density
is low, with less that 3 people per hectare. The average household income is
£38,570 (higher than the South East average).

In 2014/15, we:

In 2015/16, we
are aiming to:

•• Delivered a community art exhibition called ‘50 Pieces of Gold’ at Chichester
Yacht Club, inspired by the 50th anniversary of the AONB, which over 400
people attended.
•• Discussed our Management Plan with: West Wittering Parish Council;
Birdham Parish Council; Bosham Parish Council; Fishbourne Parish Council;
Southbourne Parish Council; Chidham and Hambrook Parish Council;
Emsworth Residents Association; Itchenor Parish Council; North Hayling
Residents Association; Langstone Residents Association; the Chichester
Harbour Federation; the Rotary Club of Havant; and Northney Berth Holders
Association.
•• Delivered 7 Get Afloat trips to enable access to the Harbour by those who
would not otherwise experience the AONB.
•• Undertook an all-staff work party to clear the washed-up litter and seaweed
near the Bosham Trippet Wall.
•• Allocated £30,000 of grants from the Sustainable Development Fund (see
page 23).
XX Consider our strategic approach to community engagement in Chichester
Harbour.
XX Allocate £30,000 of grants from the Sustainable Development Fund.

XX Host more than 10,000 sessions for a third consecutive year.
XX Develop the educational pages on the Chichester Harbour Conservancy
website.

www.conservancy.co.uk
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4.0 Financial Summary
The budgeted financial summary is correct as of 1st April 2015.

Income

Income

Value

Percentage

Moorings

£703,900

37.5%

Harbour Dues

£329,000

17.5%

Hampshire County Council

£188,600

10%

West Sussex County
Council

£188,600

10%

Defra

£141,400

7.5%

Chargeable Activities

£82,800

4.5%

Friends of Chichester
Harbour

£28,000

1.5%

Miscellaneous*

£212,300

11.5%

TOTAL

£1,874,600

* Other Harbour charges, boat park income, harbour rents, works licenses, legal
charges, rural payments, car park, investment income, other income.

Expenditure
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Expenditure

Value

Percentage

Salaries

£926,700

50%

Estates

£373,400

20%

Administration

£189,500

10%

Professional Services

£138,100

7%

Transport

£81,100

4%

Contribution to Reserves

£55,200

3%

Sustainable Development
Fund

£30,000

2%

Countryside Management

£41,300

2%

Community Engagement

£39,300

2%

TOTAL

£1,874,600

Sustainable
Development
Fund

Recipient

Project

Grant
Match
Awarded Funding

Maritime Archaeology
Trust

Impact of Bait
Digging on
Archaeology Study

£4,000

£4,500

Thorney Island School

Wildlife and Sensory
Garden

£2,049

£2,049

Manhood Wildlife and
Heritage Group

Community
Wetlands Project
(Phase II)

£4,000

£19,800

Haestings
Re-enactment Society

Saxons in Sussex

£500

£4,075

Chichester and District
Archaeology Society

Warblington Roman
Villa Excavation
2014

£2,350

£11,025

The Apuldram Centre

Forest School
and Woodland
Management
Programme

£2,528

£843

St. Peter and St. Mary
Church, Fishbourne

Air-Source Heat
Pump

£2,000

£11,010

Havant Youth Sail
Training Scheme

Financially
Sustainable Safety
Boat Project

£3,910

£1,213

Langstone Gig Cutters
Club

Boat Fund

£4,360

£35,000

Reprint of ‘Explore
Chichester Harbour
on the Salterns Way’
leaflet

£367

-

Commissioned
project photography
for promotional
purposes

£1,500

-

Administration

£2,436

-

£30,000

£89,515

Chichester Harbour
Conservancy

TOTAL
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Annual Conservation and
Appendix Wildlife Report
Overwintering
Birds

Top: Spotted Redshank
Below: Sanderling

5-year average of 238 individuals. This also means that it fell below the national
threshold of 160 individuals. The low 2013/14 count must be weighed against
a perspective of general declines across Sussex since the 1980’s with slight
increases elsewhere nationally. Sanderlings are also known to be variable in their
year-to-year distribution, so a low count in Chichester Harbour may have meant
a higher count elsewhere in Sussex. Sanderling also suffer from high levels of
disturbance as they feed on sandy beaches like East Head and Eastoke Point,
which are popular with people, although they do have good undisturbed feeding
at Pilsey Sands which is most often where they are counted in high numbers.

National Wader Trends
Ringed Plover, Redshank, Dunlin, Curlew and Oystercatcher, Knot, Bar tailed
Godwit, Grey Plover have been declining nationally for a period of over 10 years
to 2012. The reasons for these declines are not fully understood and could be
driven by one or multiple reasons. Either the populations of these birds are not
in decline but shifting away where they spend their winters as a result of climate
change or it is a result of lowered survival as adults or young.

Goosewatch
Goosewatch is a scheme that enables volunteers to monitor the number of
Brent Geese and Waders (water birds) using fields around Chichester Harbour
throughout the autumn and winter and enter their results online.

Chichester and Langstone Special Protection Area
Chichester and Langstone Harbours are designated as a Special Protection
Area (SPA), and the waders and terns that they are designated for are shown in
Tables 1 and 2. The annual peak for each of these species determines whether
the Special Protection Area is nationally important (holding greater than 1% of
the British population) or internationally important (holding greater than 1% of
the world population). Chichester Harbour, when considered alone, is currently
internationally important for Dunlin, Dark Bellied Brent Goose and Black-Tailed
Godwit, whereas it is nationally important for Redshank, Curlew, Grey Plover,
Bar-Tailed Godwit, Ringed Plover, Little Egret, Red Breasted Merganser and
Greenshank.
Bird Trends
The British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) highlights short (last 5 years), medium
(last 10 years) and long term (last 25 years) alerts for declines at an SPA level and
their most recent alerts were produced based on information up to 2010/11. This
analysis indicates that out of 22 species assessed in Chichester and Langstone
SPA, 13 species are in decline and 11 of these may be declining due to stresses
occurring inside the SPA. Birds experiencing the most severe (greater than 50%)
long term (over a period of 25 years to 2010/11) declines within this SPA are
Shelduck, Ringed Plover and Sanderling.

During 2014, the Goosewatch website was updated by volunteers with
over 1,500 Goose and Wader records. This information has been used for
consideration in planning decisions and has been disseminated to Chichester
District Council, Hampshire Biological Records Centre, Sussex Ornithological
Society and the Planning Officers at Chichester Harbour Conservancy.
Nesting Seabirds
The success of nesting terns (Common, Little and Sandwich) in Chichester
Harbour and Langstone SPA is of special interest.
A total of 7 pairs of Little Terns attempted to breed in 2014 but there was no
recorded success of young birds fledging. There have been no recorded Little
Tern chicks fledging from Chichester Harbour in several years, although they
have regularly been observed attempting to nest in most years. The reasons
for this are likely to be either from human and dog disturbance, predators such
as foxes or crows, better nesting areas available close by (for example the
Langstone Harbour Islands) or a combination of one or more of these factors.
Langstone Harbour had an excellent breeding season in 2014 for Little Terns and
this was due to new habitat creation and management and intensive wardening
by the RSPB to limit disturbance.

Above: Teal

It is important to note that the trends are calculated for both Langstone and
Chichester Harbours combined so that pressure in one harbour causing a
decline in one or more species would show a joint decline for these species
across both harbours even if this pressure was not present in the other harbour.
We do know that recreational disturbance on land and on the water is having
a negative impact on birds within and outside the harbour. The work of the
Solent Recreation and Mitigation Partnership will soon have mitigation measures
in place to help address this. The declines, and especially the potential local
pressures, are of concern but must be considered in light of national declines,
and/or shifting wintering grounds for waders.

Other Birds
2014 was an excellent year for breeding Barn Owls due to favourable weather
conditions.
There were at least five pairs of Lapwing that attempted to breed at Eames Farm
(Thorney Island) in spring 2014, and at least 4 young were produced from these
5 pairs. Eames Farm is an excellent location for this breeding bird in decline.
Several sightings of Osprey were received by Chichester Harbour Conservancy
in autumn 2014 over the Emsworth channel. Osprey are sighted in the Harbour
in the spring and autumn when they are on their migration to and from the west
coast of Africa. There is a hope that they may attempt to breed in Chichester
Harbour in the future as conditions are good here for them and nesting platforms
have been provided.

Wetland Bird Data: July 2013 to June 2014
Between September and April, Chichester Harbour is surveyed on a monthly
basis by a team of 14 volunteers that are co-ordinated by Chichester Harbour
Conservancy, and through the summer months a much reduced survey is carried
out with the assistance of two other volunteers. We appreciate the efforts of
these volunteers and acknowledge that many people have been involved in
these surveys for decades.
Shelduck numbers in the SPA are now 70% lower than they were when the site
was designated as an SPA in 1987. Indeed, the 2013/2014 peak count of 309
in January 2014 was the lowest ever recorded count for Shelduck in Chichester
Harbour since records began in 1965. The nationally important threshold for
Shelduck is 610 individuals and therefore Chichester Harbour fell below this in
2013/14. Both the breeding population along with the larger wintering population
has reduced and theories for declines in breeding Shelducks here include a lack
of food and or predation pressure, while winter numbers may also be lower due
to a proportion of wintering birds spending their winter elsewhere in places like
the Netherlands.
Sanderling numbers in Chichester and Langstone Harbour SPA Area are
approximately 60% lower than they were when the site was designated as an
SPA in 1987. The 2013/2014 peak of 134 is 44% lower than the 2009-2013
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Dark Bellied Brent Goose productivity (numbers of young geese within flocks) in
Chichester Harbour in 2014 was excellent at 20% compared to a productivity of
13% in 2013. This information signals that breeding conditions in Arctic Russia
were favourable for the geese in spring 2014.

Seals

Butterflies

The population of seals in Chichester Harbour comprises approximately 25
individuals. They generally spend their time in Chichester and Langstone
Harbours, and occasionally travel out to the Isle of Wight and the Solent. A joint
Langstone-Chichester Harbour Seal survey will be organised from 2015 onwards
so that the size of the Solent Seal population can be monitored.
Chichester Harbour Conservancy contributed to the Big Butterfly Count in
August 2014, which is developing our national knowledge of how butterflies are
faring.
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Habitat
Management

Fishbourne Meadows
Fishbourne Meadows continues to be managed according to a Higher Level
Stewardship agreement. This includes ensuring the site is grazed with cattle
in summer to maintain species-rich grassland and the rotational coppicing of
woodland and reedbed areas. Our Rangers have carried out inspections for any
trees in dangerous condition and ensure fencing and gates are stock proof. They
also maintain pathways and access and in 2014 addressed an illegal fire on the
site. A total of 554 Southern Marsh Orchids was recorded in the meadows in
June 2014. Numbers of Orchids here have increased dramatically since the first
count in 1992 when just 5 were recorded.
Salterns Copse
The lease of Salterns Copse, which the Conservancy has managed for decades,
expired in 2013. The renewal of this lease is currently under consideration.
Stakes Island and Ella Nore Spit
Chichester Harbour Conservancy manages Stakes Island and Ella Nore Spit
which are both key sites for nesting seabirds and wader roosts. Visits were
made to these sites and Pilsey Island (managed by the RSPB) to investigate
what actions could be taken to improve the nesting success of Terns which have
not been doing well in Chichester Harbour for several years. As a result of this,
consent was given by Natural England to erect a temporary electric fence on Ella
Nore to protect nesting seabirds in 2015. In addition to this, bird nesting signage
will be erected and a leaflet produced aiming to influence water users in a way
that encourages best practice.
Nutbourne Marshes
Nutbourne Marshes was designated as a local nature reserve in 1976. Looking
ahead, Chichester Harbour Conservancy and Natural England are aspiring to
work together with the land owner to bring it back into favourable condition. The
management of the site would result in new areas of feeding habitat for Brent
Geese and potential new areas for Lapwing breeding and grazing land for local
beef production.

Marine

The annual small fish survey is conducted by the Sussex Inshore Fisheries and
Conservation Authority in partnership with Chichester Harbour Conservancy, the
Wildlife Trust, West Sussex County Council, the Natural History Museum, and
the Environment Agency. The Conservancy provided a boat and two members of
staff. The surveys in Chichester Harbour, one in spring and one in autumn, were
conducted off Pilsey, Marker Point, and Copperas. The results were as follows:
June
•• The most abundant species was bass, Dicentrarchus labrax, (856), 98% of
which were caught at Marker Point.
•• The second most abundant species was herring, Clupea harengus, (223).
•• Bass and herring made up 85% of the total abundance.
•• Pilsey has the highest number of species (12) including garfish (Belone belone
which was new to the survey).
•• Marker Point had the highest abundance (918) but lowest diversity as it was
dominated by bass.
•• Copperas had the least number of species (4) and the least abundance (41),
but the highest diversity.
September
•• The most abundant species was common goby, Pomatoschistus microps,
(2,106), 99% of which were caught at Copperas with an average length of
35mm.
•• The second most abundant species was bass, Dicentrarchus labrax, (579).
•• Common goby and bass made up 77% of the total abundance.
•• Pilsey has most number of species (14) including red mullet, Mullus
surmuletus, new to this survey, and the highest diversity.
•• Marker Point has the least number of species (4) and the least abundance
(429).
•• Copperas had the highest abundance (2,426) but the lowest diversity, as it
was dominated by common goby.
Bass
•• In the spring, there was a total of 856 bass and 76% were 90-139mm total
length.
•• In the autumn, there were 579 bass and 70% of them were less than 69mm.
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The designation of a new proposed Marine Special Protection Area to protect
the foraging areas of Terns in the Solent was formally supported by Chichester
Harbour Conservancy. We also continued to support the Love Where You Sail
project, which aims to raise the awareness of the consequences for wildlife
and water quality from boat blackwater discharge. This year we highlighted the
locations of waste pump out facilities in Chichester Harbour News and Guide
2015 and contributed to the project at the annual Love Where You Sail meeting.
The Conservancy continues to attend the Solent European Marine Sites
Management Group and their offshoot group; the Natural Environment Group.
Solent wide pressures to the Solent European Marine Site are raised at these
meetings and academic research is initiated as a result.

Expert Advice

Planning
Ecological advice regarding protected species and recreational disturbance
was provided to Conservancy Planning Officers for 10 separate planning
applications. Three site visits were made as part of this work, which included
investigating a potential Barn Owl roosting site, visiting two new proposed sites
for sea defences and surveying and advising on appropriate planting for a large
shore side garden in Bosham. Ecological advice was provided for two separate
Conservancy Works Licences, one of which involved being present on a boat in
the Emsworth Channel to survey for potential bird and/or seal disturbance as a
result of a military test.
Two senior local authority planners were shown around key bird sites in
Chichester Harbour that are at risk from recreational disturbance from land and
sea, to share site specific knowledge of this important issue.
Geographical Information System (GIS mapping software) training was provided
to several members of the AONB Unit in order to share skills using this system.
Site visits were made to Nore Barn Woods and Cobnor Cottage Nature Reserve
in order to see conservation work that had been undertaken and to offer advice
on future conservation management.
A site visit was also made to Northney Marina, to give advice to the Marina
Manager on how to manage the issue of starlings fouling on boats, whilst also
recognising that this is a declining and protected species.
Consultations
Chichester Harbour Conservancy responded to 3 Natural England consultations
in 2014/15:
•• Countryside Stewardship in Chichester Harbour.
•• Solent Site Improvement Plans for SSSIs.
•• A New Special Protection Area for the Solent.
Advice was also given to the Solent Recreation and Mitigation Partnership to
assist with the job descriptions for the new Rangers that will be tasked with
reducing disturbance to wintering birds in the Solent.
Academic Links
A Portsmouth University student conducted a week’s work experience with
Chichester Harbour Conservancy, assisting with the production of a best practice
leaflet for people enjoying water sports near a sensitive conservation site in the
Harbour. In addition, a Masters student investigating the disturbance caused by
Para-motors and Hovercrafts to wintering birds across the UK was provided with
bird data from Chichester Harbour to contribute to national research.
Farmer Liaison
The Common Agricultural Policy and rural development programme for England
has been undergoing numerous changes in the last 12 months. Farmers will be
supported in applying for the new Countryside Stewardship schemes in 2015
along with one-to-one advice on how they can manage habitats on farmland for
the benefit of pollinators, farmland birds and the protection of water quality.
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Bird Data Tables
Peak counts for SPA birds in Chichester Harbour between 2010/11 and 2013/14.

Table 1. Annual peaks for Special Protection Area wading birds between 2010 and 2014.
The month that the annual peak count occurred in is shown in brackets.
Species

2010/11

2011/12

2012/13

2013/14

2008/092012/13
5 year
average

Black-Tailed Godwit

832 (Jan)

821 (Nov)

401 (Oct)

606 (Dec)

654

Dunlin

16658 (Jan)

15,474 (Nov)

12,099 (Mar)

14,800 (Dec)

17601

Ringed Plover

221 (May)

424 (Sept)

750 (Aug)

512 (Aug)

447

Grey Plover

897 (Sept)

1,463 (Mar)

1,450 (Nov)

1,172 (Dec)

1437

Sanderling

212 (Sept)

212 (Nov)

314 (Aug)

134 (May)

238

Bar-Tailed Godwit

1,119 (Feb)

620 (Jan)

903 (Jan)

1,159 (Dec)

890

Eurasian Curlew

1,685 (Nov)

1,857 (Sept)

1,557 (Aug)

1,960 (Sept)

1669

Common Redshank

1873 (Sept)

2,137 (Oct)

1,790 (Sept)

1,953 (Sept)

1962

Table 2. Annual peaks for Special Protection Area wildfowl between 2010 and 2014. The month that
the annual peak count occurred in is shown in brackets.
Species

2010/11

2011/12

2012/13

2013/14

2008/092012/13
5 year
average

Dark bellied Brent
Geese

11,434 (Jan)

10,309 (Nov)

10,867 (Mar)

10,756 (Feb)

9987

Common Shelduck

638 (Dec)

563 (Feb)

696 (Feb)

309 (Jan)

677

Eurasian Widgeon

3,502 (Dec)

2,729 (Oct)

2,381 (Oct)

3,865 (Oct)

2795

Eurasian Teal

1,611 (Dec)

2,837 (Feb)

1,689 (Dec)

1,129 (Dec)

1751

Northern Pintail

268 (Feb)

283 (Jan)

193 (Dec)

220 (Dec)

239

Red-breasted
Merganser

213 (Dec)

217 (Mar)

154 (Dec)

245 (Mar)

199
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Chichester Harbour Conservancy
The Harbour Office
Itchenor, Chichester, West Sussex PO210 7AW
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