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In 2015, a joint publication from the National Association for AONBs
and National Parks England showed that far from being sleepy
backwaters, England’s Protected Landscape Family contribute
more than £20 billion each year to our economy – similar to that
of Birmingham. The publication ‘So much more than the view…’,
highlighted the wide range of benefits these iconic areas provide to
society.
For example, England’s AONBs and National
Parks:
•• Cost less than £1 per person per year.
•• Are home to 2.3 million people.
•• Host 260 million visitors every year.
•• Employ over 120,000 people.
•• Constitute 1/5 of the English coastline.
•• Are within 30 minutes of 66% of the population.
•• Benefit from 1/2 million volunteer work days, worth £40 million.
•• Include 50% of the national SSSIs.
•• Feature 800 Scheduled Ancient Monuments.
Between 19 and 27 September 2015, the National Association for
AONBs launched the first ever ‘Outstanding Week’ with a programme
of events to help people enjoy and be inspired by AONBs.

Ongoing Management Challenges in
Chichester Harbour
•• Operating a Safe Harbour – adherence to the Port Marine Safety
Code.
•• Development Pressure – the gradual erosion of the character of
the AONB.
•• Recreational Disturbance – the impact of humans on nature.
•• Excessive Macroalgae Weed – nitrates in the water stimulate
too much growth of this marine plant, to the detriment of the
environment.
•• Climate Change – as sea levels rise there is a need to adapt.
•• Footpath Erosion – protecting and maintaining the network of
paths.
•• Threats to Tranquillity – noisy activities, including airbourne craft,
disturb the peaceful surroundings.
•• An Aging Population – the need to fulfil the economic potential of
young people in the countryside, so as to retain them.
•• Traffic Congestion – road access around the AONB often gets
heavily congested.
•• Economic Uncertainties – changes at the global and national
level impact on the local economy.

Facts & Figures
Size

74km2 (29 miles2)

Shoreline

86km (53 miles)

Percentage Water

41% at high tide

Population

10,502

Dwellings

5,069

Sailing Clubs

14

Registered Boats

10,377

Navigation Beacons,
Markers and Buoys

Over 50

Nature Conservation
Sites in and around the
AONB

Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB) since 1964
Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI) since 1970
Special Protection Area since
1979
Ramsar Site since 1987
Special Area of Conservation
(SAC) since 1994
9 Local Nature Reserves
47 Sites of Importance for
Nature Conservation
16 Local Wildlife Sites
45 Hectares of Semi-Natural
Ancient Woodland

Settlements in and
around the AONB

South Hayling Island,
North Hayling Island,
Langstone, Warblington,
Thorney Island, Southbourne,
Nutbourne, Chidham,
Bosham, Fishbourne,
Apuldram, Dell Quay,
Birdham, Shipton Green,
West Itchenor,
West Wittering

Internationally
Important Birds

Dunlin, Dark bellied Brent
Goose, Black-tailed Godwit

Nationally Important
Birds

Redshank, Curlew, Grey
Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit,
Ringed Plover, Little Egret
Red Breasted Merganser,
Greenshank

Harbour Seals

25-35

Cycle Paths

Salterns Way, 12km (7.5
miles)

Public Rights of Way

91km (56.5 miles)

Permissive Paths

12km (7.5 miles)

Conservation Areas

12

Historic Environment
Record Entries

755

Listed Buildings

271, of which 7 Grade I, 5
Grade II*, and 259 Grade II

Number of Businesses

455

Local Planning
Authorities

Hampshire County Council
Havant Borough Council
West Sussex County Council
Chichester District Council

Prinicipal Legislation

1847 Harbours, Docks and
Piers Clauses Act
1949 National Parks
and Access to the
Countryside Act
1971 Chichester Harbour
Conservancy Act
2000 Countryside and Rights
of Way Act

Chichester Harbour Conservancy
The Harbour Office, West Itchenor
Chichester, West Sussex PO20 7AW
01243 512301 info@conservancy.co.uk
© 2016 Chichester Harbour Conservancy

The full version of the
Chichester Harbour AONB
Annual Review 2015/16
is now available to download from:
www.conservancy.co.uk

Chichester Harbour
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Management Plan
Annual Review
Executive Summary
2015-2016

Design by: www.alibeckettdesign.co.uk

So Much More Than The View

Annual Review 2015-16

Annual Review 2015-16

Chairman’s Welcome

The Harbour Authority

Economic and Social Wellbeing

Last year was something of a bumper year for
Chichester Harbour Conservancy, with a tremendous
amount of activity taking place and detailed in the full
Annual Review 2015/16, now available on the Conservancy’s website.
Progress was made on a number of fronts, thanks to the dedication and
hard work of the Conservancy staff, volunteers and a number of supporting
partner organisations. I would like to pass on my thanks to Councillors
Pieter Montyn and Jackie Branson, who stepped down from their respective
roles as Chairman and Vice Chairman and to welcome Councillor Jeremy
Hunt, who became the new Vice Chairman for the Conservancy. Mr Richard
Craven, who has worked for the Conservancy for 20 years, was appointed
Director and Harbour Master in February and we also wish him every
success with his new role.

Chichester Harbour has a resident fleet of 10,377 leisure vessels,
representing about 25% of all the recreational craft in the Solent.
Combined membership of the 14 sailing clubs amounts to 12,000
people and each year an estimated 25,000 enjoy the Harbour’s
waters for racing, cruising and fishing. The management of the
Harbour is largely prescribed by the Port Marine Safety Code (PMSC)
which is a central government directive. The PMSC establishes
a national standard for port marine safety and a measure by
which Harbour Authorities can be held accountable for their legal
powers and duties to run their harbours safely. Chichester Harbour
Conservancy had a successful audit by Regs4Ships in May 2015.

Chichester Harbour AONB was designated as a nationally important
landscape to be enjoyed by everyone. Chichester Harbour
Conservancy strives to support the economic and social wellbeing
of Harbour communities in keeping with the over-riding conservation
objectives. Every day, locals and visitors alike, experience peace
and tranquillity and a sense of freedom. The natural environment
is a continuing source of inspiration for thousands of people. The
Conservancy and its partners work hard to engage people with the
importance of the AONB and its special qualities.

As you will see from the cover photo, it was not only people that we
welcomed to Chichester Harbour in 2015. I was delighted that 17 Little
Terns fledged from 13 nests. To put this in perspective, this was their most
successful year in the Harbour since the 1970s. Although there is a good
chance that their arrival was a result of displacement from Langstone
Harbour, due to the spell of poor weather, even if that was the case, I am
nevertheless pleased that Chichester Harbour was able to serve as a refuge
for them.

2015/16 the Conservancy secured the contract to manage all the
Bosham moorings and Quay on behalf of the Burhill Estate. 211
incidents on the water were recorded and there were 3 prosecutions
for breaches of Harbour byelaws. Each issue of the Conservancy’s
Weekly Navigation Bulletin was emailed to 5,800 people.

There were 49 guided walks, 24 family events and 18 photography
and art sessions. The Conservancy delivered 12 community talks
and events meeting with nearly 600 people from local groups and
organisations. There were 82 trips aboard Solar Heritage and the
Chichester Harbour Education Centre hosted 10,500 education
sessions with 73 schools. 277 recommendations were made to
the Local Planning Authorities (LPAs), with an accordance rate of
95%. This means that the LPAs agreed with the majority of planning
recommendations made by the Conservancy.

In my opinion, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) are the
jewels in the crown of the English countryside. They are all living, working
landscapes, and this emphasises the importance of working in partnership.
In the past year, the Conservancy has strengthened its relationships with
many organisations.
For example, on the water, and with the support of the Chichester Harbour
Federation, the Conservancy successfully secured Powers of Harbour
Direction. These are similar to byelaws, but are established locally without
recourse to central government. They were first introduced as part of the
Marine Navigation Act 2013 and Chichester Harbour Conservancy, as the
Harbour Authority, can now use them to regulate vessels.
On the land, the Friends of Chichester Harbour continued to provide us
with financial support and a regular workforce of conservation enthusiasts
and Volunteer Rangers to actively look after and manage the landscape.
Meanwhile, the long-term ambitions of Chichester Harbour Trust continue
to be thoroughly commendable and their Trustees remain strong advocates
for the AONB. In addition, in 2015/16, the Woodger Trust kindly gave
the Conservancy grants to resurface the Salterns Way cycle path and to
continue with the adaptive management of East Head.
The collective support of these organisations, and many others, enables
thousands of people to safely enjoy and experience Chichester Harbour.
We are all custodians of this nationally important landscape and we have
a shared responsibility to safeguard the AONB for the benefit of future
generations. Chichester Harbour is England’s coastal gem and I would like
to thank everyone who is helping to keep it that way.
Councillor Roger Price, JP
Chairman
Chichester Harbour Conservancy

In 2015/16 the Conservancy published and circulated 34,000 copies
of Harbour News & Guide and 15,000 copies of its Activities & Boat
Trips leaflet. 14 new interpretation boards were erected throughout
the AONB and 3 new bird interpretation panels were placed in the
hides at Cobnor, Ellanore and Chichester Marina. Monthly editions of
‘Harbour CHIRP’, the AONB email newsletter, and ‘What’s On’, the
activities round-up, were published.

Conserving and Enhancing
the AONB
The estuary of Chichester Harbour AONB straddles the county
boundary between Hampshire and West Sussex. The Management
Plan has policies to undertake practical conservation work,
encourage best practice with land management, and continuously
improve water quality. All of these areas will benefit the wildlife of the
AONB.
In 2015/16 the Conservancy managed 36 Friends of Chichester
Harbour Conservation Work Parties, with an average attendance of
27 people. They collectively worked over 2,000 hours of volunteer
time. The Harbour Watch volunteers picked-up over 200 bags of litter
and a further 62 bags were collected at other sites.
The Conservancy planted 2,500 trees throughout the AONB as part
of the woodland and hedgerow creation scheme and entered into
a new management agreement to restore 9 hectares of the Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) at Nutbourne Farm. Little Terns
were welcomed back to the AONB and the Conservancy worked
with Langstone Harbour Board to monitor the population of Harbour
Seals.
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In 2015, a joint publication from the National Association for AONBs
and National Parks England showed that far from being sleepy
backwaters, England’s Protected Landscape Family contribute
more than £20 billion each year to our economy – similar to that
of Birmingham. The publication ‘So much more than the view…’,
highlighted the wide range of benefits these iconic areas provide to
society.
For example, England’s AONBs and National
Parks:
•• Cost less than £1 per person per year.
•• Are home to 2.3 million people.
•• Host 260 million visitors every year.
•• Employ over 120,000 people.
•• Constitute 1/5 of the English coastline.
•• Are within 30 minutes of 66% of the population.
•• Benefit from 1/2 million volunteer work days, worth £40 million.
•• Include 50% of the national SSSIs.
•• Feature 800 Scheduled Ancient Monuments.
Between 19 and 27 September 2015, the National Association for
AONBs launched the first ever ‘Outstanding Week’ with a programme
of events to help people enjoy and be inspired by AONBs.

Ongoing Management Challenges in
Chichester Harbour
•• Operating a Safe Harbour – adherence to the Port Marine Safety
Code.
•• Development Pressure – the gradual erosion of the character of
the AONB.
•• Recreational Disturbance – the impact of humans on nature.
•• Excessive Macroalgae Weed – nitrates in the water stimulate
too much growth of this marine plant, to the detriment of the
environment.
•• Climate Change – as sea levels rise there is a need to adapt.
•• Footpath Erosion – protecting and maintaining the network of
paths.
•• Threats to Tranquillity – noisy activities, including airbourne craft,
disturb the peaceful surroundings.
•• An Aging Population – the need to fulfil the economic potential of
young people in the countryside, so as to retain them.
•• Traffic Congestion – road access around the AONB often gets
heavily congested.
•• Economic Uncertainties – changes at the global and national
level impact on the local economy.
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Quay, Birdham, Shipton
Green, West Itchenor,
West Wittering

Internationally
Important Birds

Dunlin, Dark bellied Brent
Goose, Black-tailed Godwit

Nationally Important
Birds

Redshank, Curlew, Grey
Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit,
Ringed Plover, Little Egret
Red Breasted Merganser,
Greenshank

Harbour Seals

25-35

Cycle Paths

Salterns Way, 12km (7.5
miles)

Public Rights of Way

91km (56.5 miles)

Permissive Paths

12km (7.5 miles)

Conservation Areas

12

Historic Environment
Record Entries

755

Listed Buildings

271, of which 7 Grade I, 5
Grade II*, and 259 Grade II

Number of Businesses

455

Local Planning
Authorities

Hampshire County Council
Havant Borough Council
West Sussex County Council
Chichester District Council

Prinicipal Legislation

1847 Harbours, Docks and
Piers Clauses Act
1949 National Parks
and Access to the
Countryside Act
1971 Chichester Harbour
Conservancy Act
2000 Countryside and Rights
of Way Act

Chichester Harbour Conservancy
The Harbour Office, West Itchenor
Chichester, West Sussex PO20 7AW
01243 512301 info@conservancy.co.uk
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