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1. Background

11

This Screening Report has been prepared as part of the Habitats Regulations Assessment
(HRA) of the Chichester Harbour National Landscape (NL) Management Plan Review. A
National Landscape is the everyday name for what is set out in legislation as an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). This report is for scrutiny by Natural England, as the
statutory consultee for Habitats Regulation Assessment.

The European Habitats Directive

1.2

13.

14.

The UK National Site network of European sites provides ecological infrastructure for
the protection of sites that are of exceptional importance in respect of rare,
endangered or vulnerable natural habitats and species. Habitat Regulations Assessment
is a statutory requirement! to ensure that the protection of the integrity of these sites is
a part of the planning process at a regional and local level. Under the Regulations, there
is a requirement for the Chichester Harbour Conservancy to undertake a HRA of the
draft Management Plan to decide whether its policies and actions are likely to have a
significant adverse effect on any internationally recognised sites of nature conservation
interest (the National Site networks). These sites include Special Protection Areas
(SPAs), designated under the Birds Directive? and Special Areas of Conservation
(SACs), designated under the Habitats Directive®. Natural England guidance specifies
the inclusion of sites designated under the Ramsar wetlands convention in HRAs*. If
there are significant adverse effects, then there is an examination of alternative policies
or avoidance and mitigation measures. The intent is to prevent the plan from
detrimentally influencing any National Site network conservation objectives.

Article 2 of the Habitats Directive requires the maintenance or restoration of habitats
and species of European Community interest, at a favourable conservation status.
Articles 3 - 9 provide the legislative means to protect habitats and species of
Community interest. Article 6 (3) of the Directive states:

“Any plan or project not directly connected with, or necessary to, the management of
the [European] site, but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or
in combination with other plans or projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment
of its implications for the site in view of the site’s conservation objectives”.

Habitats Regulations Assessment Stages

15.

It is the accepted practice to adopt a stage-by-stage approach for an Article 6
Assessment. There are four stages:

! Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21st May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild
fauna and flora. Transposed into law by the Conservation (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1994
(Habitats Regulation) as amended in 1997 and in 2000 (in England only) as amended in 2017 (SI 1012).
2 Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 November 2009 on the
conservation of wild birds (the codified version of Directive 79/409/EEC as amended).

3 Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Fauna and Flora

4 Natural England 2009. Final Draft Guidance: The Habitats Regulations Assessment of Local
Development Documents.
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« Stage One: Screening - To identify the likely impacts on a National Site network
of a project or plan, either alone or in combination with other projects or plans,
and consider whether these impacts are likely to be significant;

. Stage Two: Appropriate Assessment (where there are likely to be significant impacts) -
To consider the impact on the integrity of the National Site network of the project
or plan, either alone or ‘in combination’ with other projects or plans, with respect
to the structure, function and conservation objectives of the site. Additionally,
where there are adverse impacts, to assess the potential mitigation of those
impacts;

« Stage Three: Assessment of alternative solutions - To examine alternative ways
of achieving the objectives of the project or plan that avoid adverse impacts on
the integrity of the National Site network;

. Stage Four: Assessment where no alternative solutions exist (where adverse
impacts remain) - To assess compensatory measures where, in the light of an
assessment of imperative reasons of overriding public interest, it is deemed that
the project or plan should proceed.

Each stage determines whether a further stage in the process is required. If, for
example, the conclusions at the end of Stage One are that there will be no significant
impacts on any National Site network, there is no requirement to proceed further.

Chichester Harbour National Landscape

L6.

1.7.

18.

1.9.

Designation of the Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty was in 1964
covering over 74km? It is a thriving recreational Harbour and National Landscape,
internationally recognised for rare habitats and protected species.

Within Chichester Harbour, there more than 10 different types of habitats, ranging from
deep sea channels to woodland, supporting a vast array of wildlife from microorganisms
and plankton to seals and birds. There are very few other Harbours of this size that
support such diverse habitats.

As well as being home to a wide variety of animals and mammals, this small pocket of
West Sussex and Hampshire includes several hundred businesses and farms, as well as
over 4,000 houses. It is home to 8,709 residents. The Harbour community is close knit and
a significant number of the businesses are intrinsically linked to Harbour life - supporting
the fishing, fourism and boating sectors.

With over 500 historic sites, more than 5,000 moorings, almost 100km of public rights of
way, 14 sailing clubs and 12,000 boats Chichester Harbour welcomes around 1.8 million
visitors a year from across the UK and beyond. The most popular past time is walking,
but the dark night skies and general tranquillity make this area the perfect location for
rest and relaxation.

110. Ten special qualities define what is distinctive and significant about Chichester Harbour:

* A natural harbour. The unique blend of land and sea with expanses of open water
and winding sheltered inlets. Beneath the surface is a diversity of marine wildlife.
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The oysters, crabs, fish, seals and the seagrass meadows, are all part of the
precious underwater ecosystem.

* The intertidal zone. Where the land meets the seq, the intertidal zone is exposed by
the falling tide. Habitats include reedbeds, saltmarshes and mudflats, all vital to
wildlife, forming a natural sea defence and capturing carbon. The shingle banks
and sand dunes above mean high water complement the intertidal habitats.

¢ The wooded shoreline. Contributing to the natural harbour, the often treelined
shore with fragments of ancient woodland naturally stabilises the coast and
softens the visual impact of coastal development.

* The harbourside heritage. Picturesque harbourside settlements with historic
buildings and monuments are built on a long history of human habitation. This rich
cultural heritage was borne out of the intensive utilisation of the natural resources
of the coastal zone.

¢ The accessible open spaces. Sheltered inlets and open water provide unrivalled
opportunities for sailing, boating and paddle sports. The footpaths are close to
coastal habitats, enabling educational opportunities for all ages to better
understand the natural and cultural environment. Whether enjoyed on the water or
on land, the harbour is important for health and wellbeing.

* The farmed landscape. With fertile, sheltered soils and a mild climate, the diverse
patchwork of farmland is vital for food production, wildlife and long distance
views.

¢ The flora and fauna. Plants and animals are essential for the health of the harbour.
Flora includes trees, shrubs, herbs, grasses, ferns, mosses, all shaped by the local
climate, soil and topography. Fauna includes mammails, reptiles, amphibians, fish,
insects and other invertebrates. Biodiversity adapts and evolves to suit this
specific coastal environment.

* The internationally important birdlife. Vast numbers of wetland birds overwinter
within the harbour, flocking across the skies and providing a dramatic
soundscape. In the summer seabirds like terns and gulls breed here.

¢ The functioning water catchment. The river catchment connects to the harbour.
Critical to the health of the harbour, these rivers and streams provide a connection
with the wider landscape delivering valuable freshwater input to the estuary.

¢ The wildlife interconnectivity. The Strategic Wildlife Corridors to the north and
north-east of Chichester Harbour National Landscape will become functioning
habitats for a variety of species, including bats and water voles. New green
corridors to the neighbouring harbours of Langstone to the west, and Pagham, to
the east, are to be explored and strengthened to help facilitate the movement of
wildlife.
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Management Plan review

111

112,

113.

1.14.

1.15.

Chichester Harbour Conservancy was set up by the Chichester Harbour Conservancy Act
1971. The Act recognised the Harbour is a single estuary and brought together its
management through a Statutory Advisory Committee, made-up of local stakeholders,
and a Statutory Board, made-up of local councillors and representatives of the Statutory
Advisory Committee. There are four relevant local authorities for the Chichester Harbour
NL. They are Hampshire County Council, West Sussex County Council, Havant Borough
Council and Chichester District Council.

Chichester Harbour Conservancy is a unique organisation. It is the only Statutory
Harbour Authority with responsibilities around navigation, leisure, recreation and the
conservation of nature. The duties and powers of Chichester Harbour Conservancy are
set out and explained in the Chichester Harbour Conservancy Act 1971. These form the
basis of the Policy Aims of the Management Plan. On behalf of the local authorities,
Chichester Harbour Conservancy, as the principal management body, is the de facto
National Landscape Committee for Chichester Harbour National Landscape.

Section 82 of the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 establishes the
primary purpose of AONB/NL designation as the conservation and enhancement of
natural beauty. Section 85 of the CRoW Act (as amended by section 245 of the Levelling-
up and Regeneration Act 2023) places a duty on all public bodies (other than a devolved
Welsh authority) to ‘seek to further the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural
beauty of the area of outstanding natural beauty’. Under section 89, the relevant local
authorities must prepare and publish a Management Plan for each NL; and keep it under
review. A plan under section 89 relating to an NL in England must further the purpose of
conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of that area.

The Management Plan is a statutory document. It provides a policy framework that
brings together partners to help them design, resource and implement the priorities set
out specifically for the AONB/NL designation. It guides and informs all other plans and
activities that may affect the NL so that they can contribute to the continued
conservation and enhancement of the NL designation. The draft Management Plan
Document has 6 sections as follows:

A protected national landscape

Chichester Harbour legislation

Management policy aims

Locally designated sites

Maps

6. Management plan public consultation response summary

(B RS B I

For this assessment under the Habitats Regulations, sections 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 provide
primarily background and contextual information. Section 3 holds the more detailed
policies that will exert an influence over the management of the National Landscape over
the plan period. This section is laid out under four policy aims:

« Policy Aim 1: Improvement of the Harbour

* Policy Aim 2: Use of Pleasure Craft & Other Such Vessels
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» Policy Aim 3: Leisure & Recreation
« Policy Aim 4: Conservation of Nature

Each policy aim has four topics where action is needed.

116. For the HRA, whilst the entire Plan will be screened, it is section 3 that has the greatest
potential to exert an influence over National Sites and will be of most relevance.

2. HRA programme and methodology

Introduction

21.  The approach for carrying out the HRA of the National Landscape Management Plan
Review is based on good practice and the following guidance:

European Commission (2001). Assessment of plans and projects significantly affecting
Natura 2000 sites

European Commission (2002). Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and
(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/ECC

Department for Communities and Local Government (2006). Planning for the Protection of
European Sites: Appropriate Assessment. Guidance for Regional Spatial Strategies and
Local Development Documents.

European Commission (2007). Managing Natura 2000 sites: The provisions of Article 6 of the
Habitats Directive 92/43/ECC

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations as amended

22. A summary of the approach and method applied to the Management Plan is set out in
Table 1 below:

Table 1: The four stages of assessment

—— Habitats
Stages / Tasks Description ..
Directive
Analyse the National Site network(s) and the
i reasons for designation, and the underlying
. o trends affecting it (them)
Likely Significant Effects or — -
‘Screening’ Assess whether the policies and associated
. actions either alone or in combination with other
plans are able to have a significant impact on
the site(s).
Where a significant impact is likely: Article
Analyse the policy, including key components 6(3)
i and how the actions would be implemented in
practice

Analyse other plans and projects that could

Appropriate Assessment . contribute to ‘in combination’ effects

Analyse how the policies and actions in
iii combination with other plans and projects will
‘interact’ with implementation
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Where applicable, propose and assess
iv. mitigation measures for addressing adverse
effects

Prepare an Appropriate Assessment Report for
consultation with NE and key stakeholders

Reassess alternatives if effective mitigation
Assessment of Alternative proves impossible and develop / select a
Solutions different alternative that does not harm site
integrity.

At this stage actions which, even with
i mitigation, still have an adverse effect on the
site(s) integrity should be dropped.

Assessment where no
alternative solutions remain
and where adverse impacts
remain

Assess whether an action can be passed
i justified by ‘imperative reasons of overriding
public interest’.

Article
6(4)

Permitted on the grounds of human health,
public safety or primary beneficial
consequences for the environment.

Step one - Pre-Screening

23.

Gather information on the location of the National Landscape and the scope and intent
of its draft Management Plan. This includes the location, conservation objectives and
qualifying feature(s) for each National Site network complete with the key factors
influencing that condition; and the objectives of other plans and schemes in the area
that may work in combination with the Management Plan to affect a National Site
network.

Step two - Screening for a likely significant effect

24.

Categorise each element of the plan as to its likely effects on each interest feature of
each National Site network identified as subject to assessment in the evidence base.
This includes all the reasons for the designation / classification or listing of the site (in
the case of SAC, including primary and non-primary reasons for designation). There are
four categories of potential effects as follows:

Category A: elements of the plan that would have no negative effect®> on a National Site

network at all;

Category B: elements of the plan that could have an effect but the likelihood is there

would be no significant negative effect on a National Site network either
alone or in combination with other elements of the same plan, or other plans
or projects;

5 ‘Negative’ effects in the context of this and all the following lists are effects that would be likely to
undermine the conservation objectives of a European site. (Tyldesley, D., 2012 ‘Final Draft Guidance for
Plan Making Authorities in Wales: The Appraisal of Plans under the Habitats Regulations’ by David
Tyldesley and Associates for Countryside Council for Wales, September 2012. footnote 24)
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Category C: elements of the plan that could or would be likely to have a significant effect
alone and will require the plan to be subject to an appropriate assessment
before the plan may be adopted;

Category D: elements of the plan that would be likely to have a significant effect in
combination with other elements of the same plan, or other plans or projects
and will require the plan to be subject to an appropriate assessment before
the plan may be adopted;

After Tyldesley, D. CCW 2012

25. There are three tasks in Step Two:

Task 1 - Compile a schedule listing all the policies and actions of the Management Plan.
Check each element for the likelihood of it leading to a significant effect on a National
Site network.

All elements placed in Category A are set aside, as they could have no ecological impact
on any National Site network.

Those elements identified as having a potential negative impact upon any National Site
network were re-checked ‘in combination’ with other elements of the Management Plan.
Where other elements clearly mitigated any potential negative impacts, they are set
aside.

Task 2 - Assess the remaining elements of the plan for each National Site network (both
alone and in combination) to identify any elements that could have an effect but would
not be likely to have a significant (negative) effect on a National Site network because
the effects are trivial or ‘de minimis’, even if combined with other effects (Category B).
The identification of such elements follows the precautionary principle. If there is any
doubt about an ecological impact then the element remains in the assessment process.

All elements placed in Category B are set aside, as they could have no ecological impact
on any National Site network.
Task 3 - Any remaining elements are likely to have a significant effect alone (Category C)
or in combination (Category D).

Move to Step Three

Step Three - Appropriafe Assessment

Once identified as Category C or D, the recommendation is fo remove the policy or
action from the plan, or otherwise modify the plan, to avoid the likelihood of significant
effects (all modifications pass through the assessment steps).

Where modification is not possible, the plan must be the subject of a full

‘appropriate assessment’.
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Consultation and re-appraisal

2.6.

2.7.

The draft Management Plan and Habitats Regulations Screening Report (together with
the Strategic Environmental Assessment) are the subject of consultation with the
statutory agencies and principal stakeholders. As well as the formal consultation with
the statutory agencies, there is regular informal support from Natural England
throughout the process.

Amendments to the Management Plan may occur in the light of the Screening Report
and Strategic Environmental Assessment findings and / or the advice received from the
statutory agencies. The plan making authority should remove potentially harmful
policies and proposals and explicitly include measures to ensure that no development
flowing from the plan will have an adverse effect on the integrity of a National Site
network. The plan making authority must consult and reach agreement with Natural
England before concluding that a plan would have no adverse effect on the integrity of
a National Site network. If the plan making authority amends the Management Plan,
then there is a reappraisal of the impacts upon the integrity of any National Site
networks under the Habitat Regulations using the methodology set out above.

3. National Site network potentially affected

Figure 2: Location of National Sites
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List of relevant National Sites

3.1

3.2.

3.3.

The National Site network provides ecological infrastructure for the protection of sites
that are of exceptional importance in respect of rare, endangered or vulnerable natural
habitats and species within the Europe. These sites consist of Special Areas of
Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection Areas (SPA). It is common practice to treat
RAMSAR sites (Internationally Important Wetlands) as if they were national sites. All sites
potentially adversely affected should be considered to a degree, but it is important to
avoid unnecessary or excessive data gathering about sites that would either not be
affected at all, or there are only theoretical risks. This keeps the assessment proportional
to the residual risk of significant effects. The first task is to find those sites where there is
credible evidence of a real risk sites from the adoption of the Plan as currently drafted.

The earlier version of the Management Plan was subject to HRA. Aspects of this earlier
assessment may apply to this HRA. Where appropriate, this assessment ‘adopts’ some of
the underlying reasoning from the earlier HRA of the earlier Management Plan where:
«  No material information has appeared which would make the reasoning ‘out of
date’, and
« The analysis underpinning the reasoning is sufficiently rigorous and robust.

Initial analysis suggests that the following sites could be considered:

Table 2: National Sites close fo Chichester Harbour

Chichester and Langstone Harbours SPA / RAMSAR
Pagham Harbour SPA / RAMSAR

Portsmouth Harbour SPA / RAMSAR

Solent and Dorset Coast (Marine) SPA

Solent and Isle of Wight Lagoons SAC

Solent and Southampton Water SPA / RAMSAR
Solent Maritime SAC

South Wight Maritime SAC

Marine Conservation Zones

There are three Marine Conservation Zones:
Bembridge MCZ

Selsey Bill and the Hounds MCZ

Utopia MCZ

34. Though not subject to HRA, other sites to note:

« There are over 42 km? of protected areas for biodiversity (2 SSSIs, 10 LNRs and 41
Local Wildlife Sites) in Chichester Harbour.

« There are 28 SSSI features, 39.3% of the total number of SSSI features are
assessed to be in favourable condition, and 35.7% have actions on track to
achieve favourable condition.

«  Chichester Harbour supports 12 priority habitats that, combined, cover 3,309
hectares, or 45% of the National Landscape.

The qualifying features, conservation objectives and threats and pressures of each
Natura Site listed in Table 2 are set out in Appendix 1.
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4. Potential adverse effects of the Management Plan

National Landscape Management Plan

4.1

4.2.

The Management Plan sets out a framework that gives guidance and direction towards
achieving the long-term Vision for the Chichester Harbour National Landscape. The
Priorities and policies are set out under four policy aims:

« Policy Aim 1: Improvement of the Harbour

* Policy Aim 2: Use of Pleasure Craft & Other Such Vessels

* Policy Aim 3: Leisure & Recreation

« Policy Aim 4: Conservation of Nature

The policy framework is set out in Appendix 2.

Identifying potential adverse effects of Management Plan Policies

4.3,

To understand whether the Management Plan may affect the National Sites listed above
it is necessary to find those factors that will adversely affect the sites. Through Natural
England, data is available for the National Site network on the conservation objectives
and descriptions of the designated features of interest complete with a statement on the
current pressures and vulnerabilities that threaten their integrity®. These pressures are set
out in Appendix 1 and are summarised in Table 3.

Table 3: Pressures on the integrity of the National Sites

Air pollution: impact of atmospheric nitrogen deposition
Biological resource use

Change in land management

Change to site conditions

Changes in abiotic conditions

Changes in biotic conditions

Changes in species distribution

Climate change

Coastal squeeze

Direct impact from 3rd party

Direct land-take from development
Extraction: non-living resources

Fisheries: commercial marine and estuarine
Fisheries: recreational marine and estuarine
Fishing and harvesting aquatic resources
Hydrological changes

Inappropriate coastal management
Inappropriate pest control

Inappropriate weed control

® There are Site Improvement Plans (SIPs) for each national site in England, developed as part of the
Improvement Programme for England’s national site network. They are live documents capable of
updating to reflect changes in evidence / knowledge and as actions get underway.
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Invasive species

Outdoor sports and leisure activities, recreational activities
Physical modification

Pollution to groundwater (point sources and diffuse sources)
Public access / disturbance

Water pollution

4.4. The issues affecting Chichester and Langstone Harbours SPA are set out, in order of
priority, in Table 4.

Table 4: Priority issues in Chichester and Langstone Harbours SPA ranked in order
Issues’ Mitigation measures

1 Public access / Many human activities in the area can disturb birds. Reduce disturbance
disturbance This includes activities such as: walking; dog walking; | through access
bird watching; boating; kayaking; kite surfing; hang management,
gliding; paramotors; jet skis; wildfowling; model awareness raising
helicopters/aircraft; boat mooring, and Hovercraft. and wardening

Recreational activities can also affect annual
vegetation of drift lines and the vegetation of stony
banks.

2 Coastal squeeze | Habitats are being lost as they are squeezed between | Investigate options
rising sea levels and hard coastal defences that are to create alternative
maintained. There is a direct impact due to loss of the | habitat

SAC habitats such as saltmarsh. There is also an
impact on birds due to the loss of habitat for feeding,
roosting and breeding. In some areas, rising sea
levels will result in coastal grasslands being lost to
more saline grasslands, thus losing habitat for some
breeding waders of the waterbird assemblage.

3 Fisheries: Dredges (inc. Hydraulic), Benthic trawls and seines Introduce

commercial and Shore-based activities are categorised as 'Red’ appropriate

marine and for these interest features and specifically the sub- management

estuarine features: Intertidal muddy sand communities; measures where
Subtidal eelgrass Zostera marina beds. required and ensure

Towed gear, hand gathering of shellfish, bait digging compliance
and aquaculture are the main fishery activities in this

site.

4 Water pollution Water pollution affects a range of habitat and bird Implement actions in
species at the site through eutrophication and the Diffuse Water
toxicity. Sources include both point source discharges | Pollution Plan, and
(including flood alleviation / storm discharges) and investigate further

diffuse water pollution from agriculture / road runoff, | pollution
as well as historic contamination of marine
sediments, primarily from copper and Tributyltin.
Environment Agency flood event discharge consents
allow untreated waters to be discharged which end
up in the SAC and are likely to have a negative
impact. There is a threat of spillage from Qil
Transportation and Transfer and by the usage by
Ships & Pilotage.

7 Identified in the Natural England Site Improvement Plans, in priority order
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5 Changes in
species
distribution

Many waders and wildfowl are decreasing in the
Solent probably as they move north and east under
national tfrends. Some fish, such as Sand eels, may be
moving their breeding grounds resulting in less food
availability for breeding terns. Invertebrate
populations in the intertidal muds are changing and
this may disadvantage some wintering wader species.
Desmoulin's Whorl Snail has decreased dramatically.
Areas of salt-marsh are eroding and decreasing
resulting in decreasing breeding gulls and terns as
their habitat decreases and decreasing plant species
of salt-marshes.

Chichester Harbour NL Management Plan HRA Screening Report

Investigate the
causes of change

6 Climate change

Climate change has impacts upon coastal species, in
that gull and tern colonies are more frequently
washed out with raising sea levels when storm surges
cause flooding to habitats.

Investigate the
effects of climate
change

7 Change to site
conditions

There is an increasing loss of salt-marsh in much of
the Solent for reasons unknown, and this needs to be
investigated.

Investigate the
reasons for change

8 Invasive species

The highest risk pathways through which marine

INNS are introduced and then spread have been
identified as: commercial shipping (through release of
ballast water, and antifouling on hulls), recreational
boating (through antifouling on hulls), aquaculture
(through contamination of imported or moved stock -
or escaped stock in the case of the pacific oyster),
and natural dispersal.

Implement the
management options
to control invasive
non-native species
(INNS)

9 Direct land-take
from development

Private sea defences are causing disruption to the
natural processes of allowing erosion to move
sediments around the SAC.

Option appraisal for
private coastal
defences

10 Biological
resource use

Gull egg collecting occurs in some places, and
wildfowling occurs in several places. These activities
are likely to be disturbing to breeding and wintering
birds even though they are currently licensed /
consented.

Appropriate egg
collection licensing

11 Change in land
management

Changes to land management are likely to occur in
areas where tidal flaps/sluices are altered and this
results in changes to water levels or salinity of that
land. Some sluices are failing, which may also result in
changes to water levels or salinity of land. Some
ditches and drains are neglected and this can cause
difficulties in land management, resulting in changes.

Ensure appropriate
ditch management,
and assess the
effects of tidal sluice
operation

12 Inappropriate
pest control

Predator control is decreasing, resulting in increased
predation by foxes etc. and this is the likely cause of
decrease in successful breeding of gulls and terns.

Increase control of
foxes

13 Air pollution:
impact of
atmospheric
nitrogen
deposition

Nitrogen deposition exceeds site relevant critical
loads. Locally observed effects are unknown.
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14 Hydrological Percolation of sea water through sea walls is causing | Review abstraction
changes saline intrusion into non-saline grassland habitats and | licenses

changing them.
15 Direct impact Off-roading is causing damage fo some areas of Assess the activities
from 3 party?® grassland. Private sea defences are causing and their effects

disruption to the natural movement processes of
natural materials along the coast. Military helicopters
cause disturbance to wintering birds. House boats are
unlicenced and have the potential fo cause damage
fo intertidal habitats. Fly grazing is causing issues
affecting large areas of Chichester Harbour.

See footnote 8 for a commentary on this issue.

16 Extraction: non- | Shingle extraction for aggregates may have an Investigate the

living resources adverse impact upon intertidal fauna and flora, and extent and impact of
may affect the movement of coastal sediments that shingle extraction
would in turn have an impact upon intertidal habitats.

45. Note: All the factors listed in the National Site schedules frame the testing of policies
within the National Landscape Management Plan when assessing their effect upon the
sites.

Results of the preliminary screening appraisal

46. Task 1is to compile a schedule listing all the policies of the Management Plan and check
each for the likelihood of it leading to a significant effect on the National Site network
(Appendix 3). The first job was to find those policies that have no negative effects.

47. The Management Plan’s policies do not directly trigger development proposals, and
neither do they provide a decision-making framework for development. However, the
assessment applies the precautionary principle. An element is screened when it has the
potential for one or more of the impacts, even if it falls under an element that does not
have that impact. Where no potential ecological impacts have been found, it has been
assumed that the policy or action will not have an impact on the National Site network.

48. The preliminary screening finds that of the 16 policy areas in the National Landscape
Management Plan, 15 could not affect the integrity of the National Site network if applied
in isolation or combination. One policy areq, 3.3 Activities, does advocate actions that,
through disturbance by the public, may affect the integrity of parts of the local National
Site network. It promotes the use of the new national England Coast Path and supports
the development of new cycle routes. However, the preliminary screening finds that it
would be premature to assess this policy area for ‘no significant negative effect’
because:

- the coast path is a national programme sponsored by Natural England that will
have been the subject of an HRA,;

8 The issues set out are taken from the SIP (published 2014), but site managers find that they are no
longer applicable to Chichester Harbour. They believe that ‘third party’ issues now relate to bait
digging, metal detecting, hand gathering of shellfish, wash from vessels, and anchoring on seagrass
meadows.
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« maintaining the rights of way network, including delivering clear signage, will
direct people away from sensitive sites and advise against harmful actions; and

+ the establishment of new cycle routes will need to be assessed but the policy only
looks to explore their development. There is no project or programme to assess.

Outcome of consultation

4.9.

4.10.

Natural England was consulted during December 2025. It notes that the assessment
states that all the policies of the management plan are either ‘options that will not
themselves lead to development’, are ‘general statements that express general
intentions’, or are 'beneficial for nature’ so can be screened out. Natural England agrees.
with these statements.

In relation to whether to consider the policy around promoting the use of the coast path
further, Natural England agrees with the decision to say there are no impacts given that
it has already been subject to HRA and that it keeps people to specific areas of the site.
(Copy of response in Appendix 4).

5. Other relevant plans

Introduction

5.1

5.2,

5.3.

5.4.

The Habitats Regulations state that when considering whether a specific plan or project
is likely to have a significant effect on the National Site network, this should consider
possible ‘in-combination’ effects with other plans or projects.

Part of the Management Plan screening process is to show the plans, programmes and
projects that could have ‘in-combination’ effects. There is no assessment of these plans,
programmes and projects in any detail at this stage. In-combination effects will only be
assessed where it is found in Stage 2 of the HRA process that the Management Plan
policies and actions are likely to have significant adverse effects. If the plan is not likely
to have an impact on a site, there is no potential for any ‘in-combination’ effect.

This assessment has identified the potential for adverse effects from the management
plan and has incorporated mitigation measures into the plan itself with a view to
avoiding such effects.

The potential for in combination effects to arise with other plans and projects cannot be
subject to any meaningful assessment at this stage, as there is no information as to
where within the plan area the proposals provided for under the general plan wide
policies will come forwards. The new European site policy explicitly applies requires
assessment ‘either alone or in combination with other plans and projects’ as such the
potential for in combination effects will be subject to assessment as might be necessary
and when any proposals come forwards under the plan which might have a likely
significant effect on a European site. On the basis of the precision of the plan at this
stage, in the absence of any information as to where within the AONB potentially
damaging proposals might come forwards, it is not currently possible to attempt to
undertake an in combination assessment.
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6. Conclusions

6.1.  Results of Screening:

That no policy areas would have a Likely Significant Effect on any National
Sites.

- There is no requirement to undertake an Appropriate Assessment under the
Habitat Regulations.
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Appendices

Appendix 1: The relevant National Sites

Sites within the National Landscape

Site name and
qualifying features

Conservation objectives

Current threats and
pressures shown in
the SIP?

Solent Improvement Plan:

Chichester and
Langstone Harbours
SPA

Branta bernicla bernicla:.
Dark-bellied brent goose

Mergus serrator. Red-
breasted merganser

Anas crecca. Eurasian
tedl

Tadorna tadorna.
Common shelduck

Anas acuta. Northern
pintail

Limosa lapponica. Bar-
tailed godwit
Waterbird assemblage

Numenius arquata.
Eurasian curlew

Anas penelope. Eurasian
wigeon

Anas clypeata. Northern
shoveler

Tringa fotanus. Common
redshank

Pluvialis squatarola. Grey
plover

Calidris alba. Sanderling
Calidris alpina alpina.
Dunlin

Arenaria interpres. Ruddy
turnstone

Sterna sanavicensis.
Sandwich tern

Sterna hirundo, Common
tern (Breeding)

Ensure that the integrity of the site is
maintained or restored as appropriate, and
ensure that the site contributes to achieving
the aims of the Wild Birds Directive, by
maintaining or restoring;

« The extent and distribution of the habitats
of the qualifying features

¢ The structure and function of the habitats
of the qualifying features

»  The supporting processes on which the
habitats of the qualifying features rely

* The population of each of the qualifying
features, and,

e The distribution of the qualifying features
within the site.

? As set out in the Natural England Site Improvement Plan; in priority order
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Sternula albifrons; Little
tern (Breeding)
Charadrius hiaticula.
Ringed plover

Portsmouth Harbour
SPA

Branta bernicla bernicla:.
Dark-bellied brent goose
Mergus serrator: Red-
breasted merganser
Limosa limosa islandica:.
Black-tailed godwit
Calidris alpina alpina.
Dunlin

Ensure that the integrity of the site is

maintained or restored as appropriate, and

ensure that the site contributes to achieving

the Favourable Conservation Status of its

Quualifying Features, by maintaining or

restoring;

¢ The extent and distribution of qualifying
natural habitats and habitats of qualifying
species

¢ The structure and function (including

typical species) of qualifying natural
habitats

¢ The structure and function of the habitats
of qualifying species

e The supporting processes on which
qualifying natural habitats and the habitats
of qualifying species rely

e The populations of qualifying species, and,

e The distribution of qualifying species within
the site.

Public access /
disturbance

Coastal squeeze

Fisheries:
commercial marine
and estuarine

Water pollution

Changes in species
distribution

Climate change

Change to site
conditions
Invasive species
Direct land-take
from development

Biological resource
use

Change in land
management

Inappropriate pest
control

Air pollution: impact
of atmospheric
nitfrogen deposition
Hydrological
changes

Direct impact from
3rd party

Extraction: non-living
resources

Solent & Southampton
Water SPA

Branta bernicla bernicla:.
Dark-bellied brent goose

Anas crecca. Eurasian
tedl

Limosa limosa islandica:
Black-tailed godwit

Waterbird assemblage

Larus melanocephalus.
Mediterranean gull

Sterna sanavicensis.
Sandwich tern

Sterna dougallii Roseate
tern

Ensure that the integrity of the site is
maintained or restored as appropriate, and
ensure that the site contributes to achieving
the aims of the Wild Birds Directive, by
maintaining or restoring;

¢ The extent and distribution of the habitats
of the qualifying features

e The structure and function of the habitats of
the qualifying features

» The supporting processes on which the
habitats of the qualifying features rely

» The population of each of the qualifying
features, and,

» The distribution of the qualifying features
within the site.
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Sterna hirundo, Common
tern (Breeding)

Sternula albifrons, Little
tern (Breeding)
Charadrius hiaticula.
Ringed plover

Direct land-take
from development
Biological resource
use

Change in land
management

Inappropriate pest
control

Air pollution: impact
of atmospheric
nitrogen deposition
Hydrological
changes

Direct impact from
3rd party

Extraction: non-living
resources

Solent Maritime SAC

Sandbanks which are
slightly covered by sea
water all the time

Spartina swards
(Spartinion maritimae)
Atlantic salt meadows
(Glauco-Puccinellietalia
maritimae)

Vertigo moulinsiana.
Desmoulin’s whorl snail
Estuaries

Annual vegetation of drift
lines

Perennial vegetation of
stony banks

Mudflats and sandflats
not covered by seawater
at low tide

Shifting dunes along the
shoreline with Ammophila
arenaria ("white dunes")

Coastal lagoons

Salicornia and other
annuals colonising mud
and sand

Ensure that the integrity of the site is
maintained or restored as appropriate, and
ensure that the site contributes to achieving the
Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying
Features, by maintaining or restoring;

The extent and distribution of qualifying
natural habitats and habitats of qualifying
species

The structure and function (including typical
species) of qualifying natural habitats

The structure and function of the habitats of
qualifying species

The supporting processes on which
qualifying natural habitats and the habitats
of qualifying species rely

The populations of qualifying species, and,
The distribution of qualifying species within
the site.

Pollution to
groundwater (point
sources and diffuse
sources)

Changes in abiotic
conditions

Fishing and
harvesting aquatic
resources

Changes in biotic
conditions

Outdoor sports and
leisure activities,
recreational
activities

Pagham Harbour SPA

Branta bernicla bernicla,
Dark-bellied brent goose
(Non-breeding)

Philomachus pugnax;
Ruff (Non-breeding)

Ensure that the integrity of the site is
maintained or restored as appropriate, and
ensure that the site contributes to achieving the
aims of the Wild Birds Directive, by maintaining
or restoring;
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Sterna hirundo, Common
tern (Breeding)

Sternula albifrons, Little
tern (Breeding)

e The extent and distribution of the habitats
of the qualifying features

*  The structure and function of the habitats of
the qualifying features

¢ The supporting processes on which the
habitats of the qualifying features rely

¢ The population of each of the qualifying

Fisheries:

commercial marine
and estuarine

Fisheries:
recreational marine

and estuarine
Change in land

features, and, management
e The distribution of the qualifying features
within the site.
Solent and Dorset Coast | Ensure that the integrity of the site is Not listed
(Marine) SPA maintained or restored as appropriate, and
Sterna sandvicensis, ensure that the site contributes to achieving the
Sandwich tern (Breeding) aims of the Wild Birds Directive, by maintaining
Sterna hirundo; Common | restoring; o .
tern (Breeding) » The extent and distribution of the habitats
Sternula albifrons, Little of the qualifying features
tern (Breeding) e The structure and function of the habitats of
the qualifying features
» The supporting processes on which the
habitats of the qualifying features rely
* The population of each of the qualifying
features, and,
e The distribution of the qualifying features
within the site.
Solent and Isle of Wight Ensure that the integrity of the site is Hydrological
Lagoons SAC maintained or restored as appropriate, and changes

Coastal lagoons * Priority
feature

ensure that the site contributes to achieving

the Favourable Conservation Status of its

Quualifying Features, by maintaining or

restoring;

¢ The extent and distribution of qualifying
natural habitats and habitats of qualifying
species

¢ The structure and function (including
typical species) of qualifying natural
habitats

¢ The structure and function of the habitats
of qualifying species

e The supporting processes on which
qualifying natural habitats and the habitats
of qualifying species rely

e The populations of qualifying species, and,

e The distribution of qualifying species within
the site.

Inappropriate weed
control

Coastal squeeze
Invasive species

Air pollution: impact
of atmospheric
nitrogen deposition

South Wight Maritime
SAC

Reefs

Ensure that the integrity of the site is
maintained or restored as appropriate, and
ensure that the site contributes to achieving
the Favourable Conservation Status of its
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Vegetated sea cliffs of
the Atlantic and Baltic
coasts

Submerged or partially
submerged sea caves

Marine Conservation Zone

Quualifying Features, by maintaining or
restoring;

The extent and distribution of qualifying
natural habitats

The structure and function (including
typical species) of qualifying natural
habitats, and

The supporting processes on which
qualifying natural habitats rely

Public access /
disturbance

Physical modification

Fisheries:
commercial marine
and estuarine

‘

Bembridge MCZ
Subtidal coarse sediment
Subtidal sand

Subtidal mud

Subtidal mixed sediment
Maerl beds

Seagrass beds

Sea-pen and burrowing
megafauna communities

Sheltered muddy gravels
Stalked jellyfish
(Haliclystus species)
Stalked jellyfish

(Calvadosia
campanulata)
Short-Snouted Seahorse
(Hippocampus
hippocampus)

Native oyster (Ostrea
equlis)

Peacock’s tail (Padina
pavonica)

Selsey Bill and the
Hounds MCZ

Bracklesham Bay
(Geological)

High energy infralittoral
rock

Low energy infralittoral
rock

Moderate energy
infralittoral rock

Moderate energy
circalittoral rock

Peat & clay exposures
(Habitat FOCI)

The conservation objective of each of the zones
is that the protected habitats:

Are maintained in favourable condition if
they are already in favourable condition

Be brought into favourable condition if they
are not already in favourable condition
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Short-Snouted Seahorse
(Hippocampus
hippocampus)

Subtidal Mixed Sediments
Subtidal Sand

Utopia MCZ

Moderate energy
circalittoral rock

High energy circalittoral
rock

Subtidal coarse sediment
Subtidal mixed sediments
Subtidal sand

Fragile sponge and
anthozoan communities
on subtidal rocky habitats
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Appendix 2: Chichester Harbour National Landscape Management Plan policy

framework

conservation

credentials.

The Chichester Harbour Vision for 2050
« The natural environment has returned to favourable condition. Clean water supports the

« It is an exceptional place for leisure and recreation, whether sailing and boating, or enjoying
the coastal footpaths and cycle routes.

« Businesses are thriving, with sustainable growth, innovation and strong environmental

» All stakeholders are committed to conserving and enhancing the natural beauty for the
benefit of future generations.

» There is a high level of preparedness for climate change, which is projected to accelerate
through the second half of the 21st Century.

Policy Aim 1: Improvement of the Harbour

of nature, the diversity of wildlife and a mosaic of habitats.

1.1 Sustainable
Wastewater
Management

Storm overflow incidents in Chichester Harbour need to significantly reduce
and eventually be eliminated. They should not be a feature of a modern
protected landscape.

1.2 Responsible
Maritime Practices

Black water discharges from vessels in Chichester Harbour will be prohibited
and enforced, with unfiltered wash-down facilities for boat maintenance
phased out.

1.3 Nitrates &

The application of fertiliser in the Chichester Harbour catchment causes high

Forever Chemicals

Heavy Metals levels of nitrates in the harbour waters, which results in excessive opportunistic
levels of macroalgal weed. The presence of heavy metals in the harbour are
also a by-product of outdated farming practices.

1.4 Plastics & Many of the chemicals used in plastic products are ‘forever chemicals’ that

resist degradation and can remain in the environment for centuries, posing
risks to health and ecosystems. Examples include plastic bottles, straws,
cutlery, polystyrene, and wear from tyre particles.

Policy Aim 2: Use of

Pleasure Craft & Other Such Vessels

2.1 A Safe Harbour

Chichester Harbour will continue to be a safe harbour that complies with the
Ports and Marine Facilities Safety Code (PMSC), in the spirit of continual
improvement and the pursuit of best practice. The moratorium on new
moorings will be maintained.

2.2 Sailing Clubs &
Sailing Centres

Sailing clubs and sailing centres are recognised as key stakeholders that advise
on navigational matters and further the long term environmental interests
around Chichester Harbour. They are represented on Chichester Harbour
Conservancy by the Chichester Harbour Federation.

2.3 Other Harbour
Users

Chichester Harbour attracts short-term visitors, for sailing and boating, paddle
sports, using personal watercraft and swimming. Chichester Harbour will have
modern and welcoming marine facilities.

2.4 Marine-
Related
Businesses

Marinas, boatyards and other marine-related businesses will continue to be
protected for their cultural heritage and economic value, notwithstanding the
need to meet modern standards, whilst retaining the overall maritime use.

Policy Aim 3: Leisure & Recreation
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3.1 Health & Chichester Harbour will be promoted as an enjoyable place where people can

Wellbeing benefit from the mental and physical wellbeing opportunities afforded by
spending time in a National Landscape.

3.2 Sailing & Chichester Harbour is the ideal place where to learn to sail. Those that

Boating participate can find opportunities for peaceful relaxation, a sense of freedom,
physical exercise and the pursuit of sporting excellence.

3.3 Activities The King Charles III England Coast Path, and the wider Public Rights of Way

network, will be maintained with clear directional sighage, interpretation panels
and benches. Support for the Salterns Way cycle route between the City of
Chichester and West Wittering, will continue, with the possibility of new cycle
routes to be explored.

3.4 Education & People of all ages will be engaged and inspired with educational opportunities
Information at Chichester Harbour National Landscape, with a focus on schools and
academic institutions throughout Hampshire and West Sussex. Information
publications and specialist training sessions will also help raise awareness, for
instance around recreational disturbance.

Policy Aim 4: Conservation of Nature

4.1 Nature Saltmarsh, seagrass and wildflower meadows are to be created, conserved,
Recovery and enhanced, complemented by new shingle recharges, new Tern rafts, and
new sites for high tide roosts. The flora and fauna that contribute to the natural
beauty will be protected for its intrinsic value.

4.2 Climate Through nature-based solutions, Chichester Harbour National Landscape will

Change be prepared for an increase in the frequencies of stormy weather conditions,
rising sed levels, and warmer temperatures.

4.3 A Legacy of As natural processes unfold, they can reveal new historical finds, which further

Conservation add to the interest and value of the National Landscape. Many local people

take action to the benefit of the environment of Chichester Harbour, whether
volunteering on practical conservation projects or crowd funding new land

acquisitions.
4.4 A Naturally As is the purpose of the designation, the natural beauty of Chichester Harbour
Beautiful National Landscape will be conserved and enhanced. This will be achieved
Landscape through landscape-scale projects and nature friendly farming practices, with

excellence in planning and placemaking practices.
Supported by 7 Planning Principles

These promote and reinforce local distinctiveness in the National Landscape and offer those seeking

planning permission greater certainty on which to make their decisions.

PP0O1 Great Weight for a Nationally Important Landscape

PP02 Safeguarding Marine Enterprise

PP03 Residential & Householder Development

PP04 New Tourist / Commercial / Agricultural Development within the Rural Area
PPO5 Dark Skies & Light Pollution
PP06 Conversion of Buildings within the Rural Area

PPO7 Development Near the National Landscape Boundary
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Appendix 3: Management Plan HRA - first sieve

Guidance on Habitats Regulations Appraisal of plans - Classifying No Negative Effect

Al Options / policies that will not themselves lead to development e.g.,
because they relate to design or other qualitative criteria for
development, or they are not a land use planning policy.

Options / policies intended to protect the natural environment, including

A2 biodiversity

Options / policies intended to conserve or enhance the natural, built or
A3 historic environment, where enhancement measures will not be likely to
have any negative effect on a National Site

Options / policies that positively steer development away from Natura

A4 2000 Sites and associated sensitive areas

General policy statements or policies that only express general intentions
or political aspirations.

A5

Guidance on Habitats Regulations Appraisal of plans - Classifying No Significant Negative Effect

Elements of the plan that could have an effect but the likelihood is there
would be no significant negative effect on a National Site either alone or
in combination with other elements of the same plan, or other plans or
projects

Draft Policies pe Comment

11 | Sustainable Wastewater
Management

Storm overflow incidents
in Chichester Harbour

s An aspiration to protect the
need to significantly

Yes A5 No natural environment, including
re'du'ce and eventually be biodiversity
eliminated. They should
not be a feature of a
modern protected
landscape.
12 | Responsible Maritime
Practices
Black water discharges
from vessels in Chichester A policy to protect the natural
Harbour will be prohibited Yes A2 No environment, including
and enforced, with biodiversity

unfiltered wash-down
facilities for boat
maintenance phased out.

13 | Nitrates & Heavy Metals A descriptive statement without

The application of guidelines for decision-makers
fertiliser in the Chichester or defined outcomes.
Harbour catchment Yes AS No

The actions include awareness
raising, encouragement and
research.

causes high levels of
nitrates in the harbour
waters, which results in
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excessive opportunistic
levels of macroalgal weed.
The presence of heavy
metals in the harbour are
also a by-product of
outdated farming
practices.

14

Plastics & Forever
Chemicals

Many of the chemicals
used in plastic products
are ‘forever chemicals’
that resist degradation
and can remain in the
environment for centuries,
posing risks to health and
ecosystems. Examples
include plastic bottles,
straws, cutlery,
polystyrene, and wear
from tyre particles.

Yes

A5

No

A descriptive statement without
guidelines for decision-makers
or defined outcomes.

The actions include awareness
raising and beach cleaning.

2.1

A Safe Harbour

Chichester Harbour will
continue to be a safe
harbour that complies
with the Ports and Marine
Facilities Safety Code
(PMSC), in the spirit of
continual improvement
and the pursuit of best
practice. The moratorium
on new moorings will be
maintained.

Yes

Al

No

Not a land use policy.

2.2

Sailing Clubs & Sailing
Centres

Sailing clubs and sailing
centres are recognised as
key stakeholders that
advise on navigational
matters and further the
long-term environmental
interests around
Chichester Harbour. They
are represented on
Chichester Harbour
Conservancy by the
Chichester Harbour
Federation.

Yes

AS

No

A descriptive statement without
guidelines for decision-makers
or defined outcomes.

The actions include support for
the Chichester Harbour
Federation and encouraging
the take up of sailing.

23

Other Harbour Users

Chichester Harbour
attracts short-term
visitors, for sailing and

Yes

Al

No

Not a land use policy.
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boating, paddle sports,
using personal watercraft
and swimming. Chichester
Harbour will have modern
and welcoming marine
facilities.

2.4 | Marine-Related
Businesses
Marinas, boatyards and
other marine-related
businesses will continue to
be pro'rec're_d for their Yes A3 No A policy lananded to enhance
cultural heritage and cultural heritage.
economic value,
notwithstanding the need
to meet modern
standards, whilst retaining
the overall maritime use.

3.1 | Health & Wellbeing
Chichester Harbour will be
promoted as an enjoyable A general policy statement. But
place where people can with actions that establish
benefit from the mental Yes A5/A1 No qualitative criteria for
and physical wellbeing development m‘r.e.nded to
opportunities afforded by preserve tranquillity.
spending time in a
National Landscape.

32 | Sailing & Boating
Chichester Harbour is the A goal without guidelines for
ideal place where to learn decision-makers or defined
to sail. Those that outcomes.

articipate can find
Epporfzni'ries for peaceful Yes AS No The actions encouraging the
relaxation, a sense of take up of sailing and for non-
freedom, physical exercise sailors to experience the
and the pursuit of sporting harbour from the water.
excellence.

3.3 | Activities A policy intended to promote
The King Charles III access. The number 1 priority
England Coast Path, and issue for the Solent area is
the wider Public Rights of public access and disturbance.
way network, will be The mitigation called for is to
maintained with clear reduce disturbance through
directional signage, No _ No access management,

interpretation panels and
benches. Support for the
Salterns Way cycle route
between the City of
Chichester and West
Wittering will continue,
with the possibility of new

awareness raising and
wardening.

The King Charles III England
Coast Path is a national project
promoted by Natural England
and will have already passed an
HRA and can be set aside.

26 | Page CRAGGATAK Consulting www.craggatak.co.uk




Chichester Harbour NL Management Plan HRA Screening Report

cycle routes to be
explored.

Maintaining the rights of way
network, including delivering
clear signage, will direct people
away from sensitive sites and
advise against harmful actions.

The establishment of new cycle
routes will need to be assessed
but the policy only seeks to
explore their development. An
assessment would be
premature.

3.4

Education & Information

People of all ages will be
engaged and inspired with
educational opportunities
at Chichester Harbour
National Landscape, with
a focus on schools and
academic institutions
throughout Hampshire
and West Sussex.
Information publications
and specialist training
sessions will also help
raise awareness, for
instance around
recreational disturbance.

Yes

A5/A2

No

A general policy statement to
engage and inspire. Raising
awareness of the impacts of
recreational disturbance will
protect the natural
environment.

4.1

Nature Recovery

Saltmarsh, seagrass and
wildflower meadows are
to be created, conserved,
and enhanced,
complemented by new
shingle recharges, new
Tern rafts, and new sites
for high tide roosts. The
flora and fauna that
contribute to the natural
beauty will be protected
for its intrinsic value.

Yes

A2/A3

No

A policy intended to protect
biodiversity. It will also enhance
the natural environment by
supporting nature recovery.

4.2

Climate Change

Through nature-based
solutions, Chichester
Harbour National
Landscape will be
prepared for an increase
in the frequencies of
stormy weather
conditions, rising sea
levels, and warmer
temperatures.

Yes

A5

No

A general policy statements
that expresses general
intentions.
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43 | A Legacy of Conservation
As natural processes
unfold, they can reveal
new historical finds, which
further add to the interest
and value of the National
Landscape. Many local

A descriptive statement without
guidelines for decision-makers
or defined outcomes.

Actions include the celebration
of the historic environment,

This will be achieved
through landscape-scale
projects and nature
friendly farming
practices, with excellence
in planning and
placemaking practices.

people take action to the Yes A5 No . .
benefit of the raising the profile of volunteer
environment of projects and supporting the
Chichester Harbour acquisition of land that
whether volun ‘reerin, on benefits nature conservation

. 9 and local communities.
practical conservation
projects or crowd funding
new land acquisitions.

4.4 | A Naturally Beautiful

Landscape
As is the purpose of the
designation, the natural
azqrgxt?:\lf:?;g::fmr A policy intended to enhance
Landscape will be the natural environment whilst
conserved and enhanced. Yes A3/Al No being nature friendly. Also

promotes design and
qualitative criteria for
development.
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Appendix 4: List of relevant plans & policies

INTERNATIONAL

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International importance, especially waterfowl habitat (1971)
www.ramsar.org

Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (1979) (came into
force on 1 June 1982)

www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/nature/bern/default_en.asp

Paris Agreement United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (2015)
http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/9485.php

EUROPEAN

The Birds Directive (Directive on Conservation of Wild Birds) (79/409/EEC) (Adopted 1979)
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/birdsdirective/index_en.htm

The Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe (Granada Convention)
Council of Europe (121) 1985

http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/Commun/QueVoulezVous.asp?NT=121&CM=1&CL=ENG

European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (revised 1985)
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/143.htm

Nitrates Directive (91/676/EEC) (1991)
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:L:1991:375:0001:0008:EN:PDF

The Habitats Directive (Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Fauna and Flora)
(Directive 92/43/EC) (1992)

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/habitatsdirective/index_en.htm
The Landfill Directive (99/31/EC) (1999)
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/landfill_index.htm

The Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) (2000)
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html

The Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive (2001/42/EC) (2001)
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:L:2001:197:0030:0037:EN:PDF
The Environmental Noise Directive (2002/49/EC) (2002)
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/noise/directive.htm

The Landscape Convention 20 October 2000 (ratified by UK in November 2006)
www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/heritage/landscape/default_en.asp

Renewed EU Sustainable Development Strategy (June 2006)
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/06/st10/st10917.en06.pdf

Our life insurance, our natural capital: an EU biodiversity strategy to 2020, European Commission
(2011)
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/comm2006/pdf/2020/1_EN_ACT_partl_v7
%5B1%5D.pdf

NATIONAL

Legislation
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Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act 1953
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Eliz2/1-2/49/contents

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1979/46/pdfs/ukpga_19790046_en.pdf
The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (as amended)
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/pdfs/ukpga_19900009 _en.pdf
The Ancient Monuments (Class Consents) Order 1994 SI 1381
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1994/1381/contents/made
Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/37/contents

Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/contents

Planning Act 2008
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/contents

Climate Change Act 2008
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27/contents

Localism Act 2011

www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/contents

The Conservation (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1994 (Habitats Regulation) as amended in 1997,
2000 (in England only) and 2017 (SI 1012)

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/contents/made

European Union (Notification of Withdrawal) Act 2017
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/9/pdfs/ukpga_20170009 _en.pdf

National Planning Policy Framework (DLUHC 2023)
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65a1laf7e8f5ec000f1f8c46/NPPF_December_2023.
pdf

Environment Act 2021
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/pdfs/ukpga_20210030_en.pdf

Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023 c. 55
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/55/section/245
Policies, Strategies and Plans

Securing the Future - UK Government Sustainable Development Strategy (Defra 2005)
www.defra.gov.uk/publications/2011/03/25/securing-the-future-pb10589/

Conservation Principles, Policies and Guidance for the Sustainable Management of the Historic
Environment (English Heritage 2008)

www.english-heritage.org.uk/content/publications/publicationsNew/guidelines-
standards/conservation-principles-sustainable-management-historic-
environment/conservationprinciplespoliciesandguidanceaprilo8web.pdf
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Water for people and the environment - Water Resources Strategy for England and Wales,
Environment Agency 2009

http://a0768b4a8a31e106d8b0-
50dc802554eb38024458b98ff72d550b.r19.cf3.rackcdn.com/geho0309bpkx-e-e.pdf

Making Space for Nature: A review of England’s Wildlife Sites and Ecological Network, (Chaired by
Professor Sir John Lawton CBE FRS ) Defra 2010
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130402170324 /http://archive.defra.gov.uk/environme
nt/biodiversity/documents/201009space-for-nature.pdf

Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem services (Defra 2011)
www.defra.gov.uk/publications/2011/08/19/pb13583-biodiversity-strategy-2020/

Strategic Framework for Tourism in England 2010 - 2020 (Visit England 2011)
www.visitengland.org/strategicframework/

‘The Natural Choice’, the Natural Environment White Paper (Defra 2012)
www.defra.gov.uk/environment/natural/whitepaper/

Healthy lives, healthy people: Improving outcomes and supporting transparency (DH 2012)
www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_132
358

GPA2 Managing Significance in Decision-Taking in the Historic Environment Historic England (2015)
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa2-managing-significance-in-
decision-taking/gpa2/

GPA3 The Setting of Heritage Assets Historic England (2017)
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa3-setting-of-heritage-
assets/heag180-gpa3-setting-heritage-assets/

GP4: Enabling Development and the Conservation of Significant Places Historic England (2020)
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa4-enabling-development-heritage-
assets/heag294-gpa4-enabling-development-and-heritage-assets/

Sout Coast Plain National Character Area 126, Natural England (2025)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-
decision-making/national-character-area-profiles

Heritage 2020: strategic priorities for England’s historic environment 2015-2020 Historic Environment
Forum, March 2015

http://www.heritage2020.net/wp/wp-content/uploads/2016 /10 /Heritage2020-framework-text-
2016-06-20_final.pdf

Tourism Action Plan, DCMS (August 2016)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tourism-action-plan

Conservation 21: Natural England’s conservation strategy for the 21st century - Natural England
2016
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/f
ile/562046/conservation-21.pdf

Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment Historic England Advice Note 8,
Historic England, December 2016

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/sustainability-appraisal-and-strategic-
environmental-assessment-advice-note-8/heag036-sustainability-appraisal-strategic-
environmental-assessment/
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Managing Local Authority Assets (Historic England, 2017)
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/managing-local-authority-heritage-
assets/heag152-managing-heritage-assets/

A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan fo Improve the Environment, HMSO, Defra (2018)
www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/673203/25-year-
environment-plan.pdf

Glover J. et al (2019): Landscapes review - Final Report 2019, commissioned by Defra in response to
the 25 Year Environment Plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-landscapes-national-parks-and-aonbs-
2018-review

Historic England 2020 Heritage and the Environment on behalf of the Historic Environment Forum
https://historicengland.org.uk/content/heritage-counts/pub/2020/heritage-environment-2020/
National Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Strategy for England, Environment Agency,
2020
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/f
ile/920944/023_15482_Environment_agency_digitalAW_Strategy.pdf

UK Climate change Risk Assessment - Betts, R.A. and Brown, K. (2021) Introduction. In: The Third UK
Climate Change Risk Assessment Technical Report [Betts, R.A.,Haward, A.B. and Pearson, K.V.(eds.)].
Prepared for the Climate Change Committee, London

https://www.ukclimaterisk.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Technical-Report-The-Third-Climate-
Change-Risk-Assessment.pdf

Environmental Improvement Plan 2023: First revision of the 25 Year Environment Plan, HMSO, Defra
(2023)

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64a6d9c1c531eb000cé4fffa/environmental-
improvement-plan-2023.pdf

The Third National Adaptation Programme (NAP3) and the Fourth Strategy for Climate Adaptation
Reporting, Defra July 2023
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64ba74102059dc00125d27a7/The_Third_National _
Adaptation_Programme.pdf

REGIONAL

State of the natural environment in the South East (NE135) (Natural England 2011)
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/31044?category=118044

MMO (2014). Seascape Assessment for the South Marine Plan Areas: Technical Report. A report
produced for the Marine Management Organisation, pp 88. MMO Project No: 1037. ISBN: 978-1-
909452-25-1. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/seascape-assessment-for-the-south-
marine-plan-areas-mmo-1037

South Inshore and South Offshore Marine Plan, Defra (July 2018)
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/f
ile/726867/South_Marine_Plan_2018.pdf

North Solent Shoreline Management Plan, Eastern Solent Coastal Partnership 2010
https://www.northsolentsmp.co.uk/

The Historic Environment: A Prospectus for Growth in the South West, South West Historic
Environment Forum, English Heritage 2013

https://content.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/the-historic-environment-a-
prospectus-for-growth-in-the-south-west/sw-hef-historic-environment-prospectus-for-growth.pdf/
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Bardsley, L., Brooksbank, J., Giacomelli G., Marlow, A., and Webster E. 2020. Review of Chichester
Harbour sites: intertidal, subtidal and bird features. Natural England Research Report, Number 090.

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5535304204419072

Solent Waders and Brent Goose Strategy, Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, 2024

https://solentwbgs.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/solent-waders-brent-goose-
strategy-2024.pdf

LOCAL

The NL lies within the areas of 4 local authorities. Each produces strategies and plans that cover a
similar range of topics that affect the NL. Many of the policies are similar. All will need to be
considered during the SEA process.

West Sussex County Council

West Sussex Joint Minerals Plan (July 2018 - partial review 2021)
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/11736/mlp_adoption.pdf

West Sussex Waste Local Plan (2014)
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/3241/waste_local_plan_april2014.pdf

West Sussex Transport Plan 2022 to 2036
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/17428/wstp.pdf

Hampshire County Council

Serving Hampshire - Strategic Plan 2021 to 2025 updated in 2023
https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/strategiesplansandpolicies/corporatestrategy
Hampshire, Portsmouth, Southampton, New Forest National Park and South Downs National Park
Minerals and Waste Plan (the '"Hampshire Minerals and Waste Plan’) 2013
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/strategic-planning/hampshire-minerals-
waste-plan

Local Transport Plan 4 (2024)

https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/localtransportplan

Hampshire countryside access plan 2015-2025
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/countryside/accessplan

Hampshire County Council Climate Change Strategy 2020-2025
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/environment/Hampshire-Climate-Change-strategy-2020-2025.pdf

Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Hampshire
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/nature-recovery-hampshire/hampshire-
strategy

Chichester District Council

Chichester Local Plan 2021-2039 (Adopted August 2025)
https://www.chichester.gov.uk/media/41460/Chichester-Local-Plan-2021-2039-Adoption-
Version/pdf/Chichester_Local_Plan_2021-2039_-_Adoption_Version.pdf?m=1756894722743
Joint Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Supplementary Planning document.
Chichester District Council and Havant Borough Council (May 2017)

https://www.chichester.gov.uk/media/28140/Adopted-Joint-Chichester-Harbour-Area-of-
Outstanding-Natural-Beauty-Supplementary-Planning-Document-May-
2017/pdf/r_Final_adopted_16_May_2017.pdf?m=1495020265440
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https://solentwbgs.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/solent-waders-brent-goose-strategy-2024.pdf
https://solentwbgs.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/solent-waders-brent-goose-strategy-2024.pdf
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/11736/mlp_adoption.pdf
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/3241/waste_local_plan_april2014.pdf
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/17428/wstp.pdf
https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/strategiesplansandpolicies/corporatestrategy
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/strategic-planning/hampshire-minerals-waste-plan
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/strategic-planning/hampshire-minerals-waste-plan
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/localtransportplan
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/countryside/accessplan
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/environment/Hampshire-Climate-Change-strategy-2020-2025.pdf
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/nature-recovery-hampshire/hampshire-strategy
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/nature-recovery-hampshire/hampshire-strategy
https://www.chichester.gov.uk/media/41460/Chichester-Local-Plan-2021-2039-Adoption-Version/pdf/Chichester_Local_Plan_2021-2039_-_Adoption_Version.pdf?m=1756894722743
https://www.chichester.gov.uk/media/41460/Chichester-Local-Plan-2021-2039-Adoption-Version/pdf/Chichester_Local_Plan_2021-2039_-_Adoption_Version.pdf?m=1756894722743
https://www.chichester.gov.uk/media/28140/Adopted-Joint-Chichester-Harbour-Area-of-Outstanding-Natural-Beauty-Supplementary-Planning-Document-May-2017/pdf/r_Final_adopted_16_May_2017.pdf?m=1495020265440
https://www.chichester.gov.uk/media/28140/Adopted-Joint-Chichester-Harbour-Area-of-Outstanding-Natural-Beauty-Supplementary-Planning-Document-May-2017/pdf/r_Final_adopted_16_May_2017.pdf?m=1495020265440
https://www.chichester.gov.uk/media/28140/Adopted-Joint-Chichester-Harbour-Area-of-Outstanding-Natural-Beauty-Supplementary-Planning-Document-May-2017/pdf/r_Final_adopted_16_May_2017.pdf?m=1495020265440
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Chichester District Surface Water and Foul Drainage Supplementary Planning Document, Chichester
District Council 2-016
https://www.chichester.gov.uk/media/36000/Adopted-Surface-Water-and-Foul-Drainage-SPD-
Sept-
2016/pdf/Adopted_Surface_Water_and_Foul_Drainange_SPD_Sept_2016.pdf?m=1629373447663

Havant Borough Council

Local Development Framework - Core Strategy (adopted 2011)
https://www.havant.gov.uk/media/7437/download?inline
Chichester Harbour Conservancy

Chris Blandford Associates (2019): Chichester Harbour AONB Landscape Character Assessment,
Chichester Harbour Conservancy

https://www.conservancy.co.uk//wp-
content/uploads/Landscape_Character_Assessment_2019.pdf
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https://www.chichester.gov.uk/media/36000/Adopted-Surface-Water-and-Foul-Drainage-SPD-Sept-2016/pdf/Adopted_Surface_Water_and_Foul_Drainange_SPD_Sept_2016.pdf?m=1629373447663
https://www.chichester.gov.uk/media/36000/Adopted-Surface-Water-and-Foul-Drainage-SPD-Sept-2016/pdf/Adopted_Surface_Water_and_Foul_Drainange_SPD_Sept_2016.pdf?m=1629373447663
https://www.havant.gov.uk/media/7437/download?inline
https://www.conservancy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Landscape_Character_Assessment_2019.pdf
https://www.conservancy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Landscape_Character_Assessment_2019.pdf
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Appendix 5: Précis of consultation responses

Natural England
11" of December 2025
Consultation on draft HRA Screening Report

... We did notice that the background section on page 1 says there is no Ramsar considered
in the assessment but the Chichester and Langstone Harbours Ramsar is included in the
document for assessment itself, so the background section just needs updating to reflect
that. The document also states that all the policies of the management plan are either
‘options that will not themselves lead to development’, are ‘general statements that express
general intentions’, or are 'beneficial for nature’ so can be screened out and we agree with
these statements.

In relation to whether to consider the policy around promoting the use of the coast path
further, we agree with the decision to say there are no impacts given that it has already been
subject to HRA and that it keeps people to specific areas of the site.

Other than that, we are happy with it overall. .......

Kate Bull

Senior Manager & Marine Senior Officer
Sussex & Kent Area Team

Natural England
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